


Fighting the War and the Peace: 
Battlefield Ethics, Pence Talks, Treaties, 
and Pacifism in the Jewish TraditioH 

MICHAEL J BROW~ 

Rabt11 /f5St tht Calt/1'1111 -tal<" • Htr.l' lltl'fll<lfi<IUs 1< pmc~? Et'l'll 
m /lmt o( u.~r /rn•"h /au• rt'llllrts /hal clnt' mllwlt oi~>CII<Å~tm' 
of ptUa." ' 

ll\TRODUCI70N 

)uda1sm IS a system of law and eth1e>< wh()';C scope of regulation I!> 
dl'\1gned to cover nearl)• cn~r) nr••a of human action. Unlikl' many 
other rehg1ous legal ~ystcm~. the mandJt!' of jewish law ~~ hm1ted 
only by the scope of human achVIIY. no area of acbv1ty 1s free from 
dlr~'Cllon, etther legal, ethical, ,,r lx>th. Unhk~ many S<.'CUidr legal 
!>y;tems, Jewish lav. doe; not. hlJw~wr, ~t 11:> boundaries at ml'relv 
dett:rmli\Ulg what is legal or ille~l. jt:l\ l>h l.l.- al~ regulate> that 
wh1ch 1s ethical.' Frequentl) jel\ l'h law wdl condude that a certam 
actmty is completely legal, but " not eth1cally correct.' This art1de 
re\ lt>ws jewtsh Llw's atlttudl' to one of thl' areas of modem '<l<.lal 
beha\ 10r that "law" as an '"'htult<>n ha, h1ed away from regulating. 
and that "ethiC)" as a d1'<1phnl' ha' la1ll'd to regulate: war. In th1' 
an:a a~ 111 many others, the- lc~al and the eth1cal are freely cvmbmt.'d 
m the )ewash tradition. 

This article will start w1th a n>VIl'W of the legal or ethlcal1ssut•s 
that can JUShfy the star/in,~ of wM (ju< ad /trllmrr). This issue i!> cruci.tl 
for any discussion of the <'thics of thl' l>attlefield 1tself in the jewish 
trad1110n. As developed below, then~ are numt>rou~ d1ffert>nt theonl!' 
a'> to why and when 11 is morall\ pl'rml'~ible to ~tart a war that w.U 
kill people. What thwry one adl>pt' to JUShf} the war, and what 
category of •war" •n}' partlnllar m1htary acb\'ltV IS placed m. lli~OJfi· 
antly affl.'Cb what type of conduct I' le~all1· or moraUr perrru~ • .-1bh: 

J 
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on tht' battlefield (Jus 111 btl/c•) . Thi!> art•cle (Oilhnueo. by addressmg 
vanous eth1l'al is~ues raised by miutarv adivlt} as the}' would be 
chrorwlogJCally encountered as ho,tilitu:" advan": and then recede, 
mdud•ng the •ssut>s ra1"t'd by pea~ treahcs 11nd p.~aflSm m the Jew• h 
tradition. 

This article dernonstratt>S thilt the Jew• .h tradthOJ'!\ hil' w1thm it 
• moral lirense that pt>nrub war (and kill•ng) wh•ch IS dtffcrent from 
the u~ual rules of mdividualtU<I <elf-dl'lt-n'<(' Ho\• t'ver the pemu:.si· 
b1hty to •wage war" 1s qwte lim• led m the Jew1sh tradttion and the 
rl'<jutrement th.lt one always seek a IU't peace • part and parrel of 
the pnx~ one must u~ to wag" a legttim.Jte war. The low of peare 
and tht pursutt of peace, as well a' the eradtcallun of t>vtl, all coe~ist 
m the Jew~h tradttlon, each in its pLKe and to ~ u"t'd m th rn.>per 
bme 

CROU\ 05 FOR STARTI'\"C 1\-AR 

/twish Lllw's Vitw of ~01/ar Nations nt War 

Jews have ht~toncally ~n J people h111ng 1n tht- Dta•pora and "ere 
(and •hU are) Otl.lCnS of countries where Jewl\h Jaw was nut the 
t>thical or legal toudu,tone of moral conduct b~ the gu\emment As 
otuen, of •uch cuuntnes it ,., necl' .. sary for jews tu dewlop o1 method 
fur dett?rminmg whether the countrv's milildry acttvth •~ permt""ble 
accordmg to Je\\1~h law.• • 

Two d•stinctly dtlferent rabonaw, are t>xtant to JUStify the u<e 
of mthtary force The f1rst is the general rul<>s of <elf-defen t', whiCh 
•re a appliCable to the- defen!>t' of a group of pl'Ople a~ they are to 
the del~:>nse of a 'tngle pel'l>On The Talmud rult'~ that a pe.-;on iS 
perm•ttl?d to kill 1 puro,uer to save hts u" n hfe regardle~s of whether 
the Jlt'NOn ~ing put!iul-d is a Je.. or a Noachide. Whtle there •~ some 
dl\pUh.' among modern Jewt~h law authorities as to whether Jew1.;,h 
law trllliiJ/1./t> or merely prmuts a Noachide or b~'tander to take the 
hfe of one who " trytng to kill another, neartv' all authontie" rosit 
that ~u~h cooduct 1s •I tlrt l<'llSI pemu•••ble. · 

Whtle Jewlllh law coml~tls a Je" to take the hf<' of a purwer 
(JewiSh or otherw,se who~~ trytng to tal.e the till' of a Jew." such i< 
nut obligatory for a Nwch•de Rabbi JU5eph Babad wnhng tn .\1., lull H,.,... sa .... ...,. . ' 

· · Y5 t .... t ln~ ., P\'rmiS!.tble but not mo1ndatury for a Noa· 
ch•de. The sour~ quotl'd fur th" <;tatement •~ the Talmud 1n Sanhe-
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dnn." whiCh deme; from the verse m Gt,ne'>l' 9.6 ("One who <heels 
man·~ blood bv m.m ~hall his blood be ~h~>d"), onl' of the dt~pen..ahons 
to l.tlllht:> pur.>uer. All commandments dcnv~>d from th~ \er..e are 
btndtng I'<}Uilll) on Jews and 1\;oachades • To..aphot noll'S that this 
verse only makt.><i thl' killing of the pursuer permts,able but not obliga· 
tory •• To,aphot claims that at i\ Deuteronomy 22:27 ('the betrothed 
dam'<!! cned and there was none to save her") that makes lhts action 
obbgutory r.tther than optional, and tho~ vi.'r~ only has legul effect 
on Jew~. 

Rabbi Shlomo Zevm argues with thi~ posauon. I le notes that the 
vel">~ on Ob.ldiah I 11 13 chastise the kingdom of Edom for standing 
by 'tlently whole l<rael was destro~ed Hence, he clatms. ot appears 
th.lt all ha\1~ an obhgation to help." He al"<l argu~ that the Talmud 
m T 8 S.mlrn1rm 72b was refemng to a hou<l' robber: and not to a 
pur..ucr Other modem commentane<> al<o dt-agret' w1th Rabbo Bab.ld 
and acu,pt Rabbt Zevtn'~ ruhng 11 

It is obviou~ that the Jaws of pur.>uJt are a~ apphcable to a group 
of mdovtduals or to a nation as they are to a &tngle person. Military 
achon thu, becomes permissible, or more hlo.dy obligatory. when ot 
os defensive on nature, or undertaken to aod the vichm of aggression. 
However, u~ing the pursuer par.1digm to analy1e "war" leads one to 
conclude that all the re~tnctions related to thos ratoonale applv also." 
War, if tits to exostlegally as a moraUy sanctwned e'ent, must permot 
some form' of lo.ilhng other than tho..e allowed through the self-de-
fen'l.' rahonale, the modem ~btu lion of "war" canootcxo<t as deri,a-
h\ e of thc ~If-defense rules alone. 

There are a number of recent authontit'S who e~phetth· st.ltt that 
the '"'lttullon of *t.'ar" os legally terognt7ed a• a dl'tmct m(lral licenst' 
(tndependent uf the Jaws of pursuer and <t>lf-defen!'t') to tl'rmmate 
hfe acwrdmg to Jewo<h law even for secular natiOn• Rabbi 1'\aphtali 
Zt.-vt Yehudah Berlm argues that the H'l'\ Hf'l' that prohibtts mur-
der, pcrrrub war He daJmS that the wont~ •fmm the hand of a man, 
your brother••• prohibtt ktUing only when it os proper to behave in a 
brother!) manner, but at link'S of u11r, Aollmx tiiJlt wrmld otltmoise be 
vrolubrtrd rs Jltrmrlled. Indeed, such an oponoon can al'IO be found in 
the medo<'val Talmudoc commentary of Tosaphot " 

Othl'r authonttes do <agree. Rabbt Mo~he Soferu .tppears to adopt 
a m•ddll' po-.tlton and argues that wars of aAArh~oon are ne,erperrrut-
ted to ~-ul.lr nattons, however, he doe.. apJX-ar to r....:ogmze the 
U\Shtuhon of •w.u• distinct £rom the pur..uer ratJOnalt! m the context 
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of defensl\le wars A nUIIIbl>r of other rabbmtc authonllc" appo.>ar to 
accept tht~ post bon also ... 

A /tturslr 'Jation St11rtmg a W11r 

Th~ dt;cu>'ton m th~ commentam•s cuncemmg t11e 1~ues invoh·l'li 
m a jewish naiJon stanmg a war ~ far more detat1lod and c'telbl\ ~ 
than'" that devotl'<i to lieelllar nJhans gomg to w.u.' 

fhe Talmud undcl'l>lan<b that a 'peclal cat.-gory vf pl'rmtttl'<i 
killing calllod "war"' cxtsls which IS analytically dtfft'rcnt from otht>r 
~tlled fvrrns of llllmg. like thl lo.Jihng of a pursuer or a hau>t' 
robll\·r. Thl' Talmud delmub two CJll1\0nc> t'f permt-.tble war ll 
oblig.atorv, and 2) authonzed ' It '" cructal to dckmun<' whtch cat<~ 
gory of "war" anv particular type of conflict b. A' e>.pl.unl!d belo" · 
m.ln) of the """tncbon~ placed by Jew 1 h law on the type of wndud 
prohtbited by war arc frequrntlr hmttrd to authurizl'\.1 rath• th.ln 
obligatory ""~ log~< wuuld dtctate, and Jewi'h law acceph. that 
a spt'l:tlic dtvmely mandated conflict has certam ethiCal rules not found 
m am oth.·r typt• of mtlttary cngageml·nt ." 

Accordmg to the Talmud,"' obhg.Jtor\' wars al'\' tho<e war; • <'~rl• .J 
'" dtn'Ct fulfillment of a spt-llfic btblic.-.1 commandment, ~uch a~ the 
obht-~~tion to de-troy lht> tribe of Am<'llel m btbhcal t1m~ Authunzt.J 
war<. ue \\ars undertaken to increase terntory or "to dtmtnt'h thl' 
heathens~ that they 'hall n11t march, whteh is, as cxpl.lmed below, 
• category of mtht<'ln actton given diftt•rent parameter• by dtfferent 
~uthoritie-. .. Matmonide,, tn hi~ codthC'ation of thl' law, wnl<'~ that 

The lmg must fiN wag~ ontv obltgatory -..ar<> ~hat ts an obhg.l· 
lory war? It IS a \\·ar agamst the -.•ven nation•, tht• war again~t 
Am.lltk, and a \\ar to deh•er brael from an enemv who has 
attac.,tod lhtm. I hen he may wage authorized war-.' whteh i' .I 
\\ar ago~m ·I otho,~ m order to enlarge the lx>rder.. of br.wl and 
lo mcrvase htS grl'atnl',S and prestige 27 

Surpn~mgll' l'l1l1Ugh, the categt1ry of uto saw Israel from an 
~~emy • · • 1> not found m th~· Talmud. In addthon, the category 
0 

prl't'mph' e war"'" not mentionl'<l m \1atmomdt-;' formu1atton ,,f 
the 1.1\\ "'""though llts found tn lhl' Talmud.'" 

. \\.'hat was Maimontde•,' und<'rstandmt-~ of th 1 almud and how 
dJd he dC\l.')Qp these cat<!gt>ne,? These qut)hons are the kl·V focu' of a dtscu , h 

s •on on l l' law~ of <larttng wars The d '"ical cummentar· 
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tC5, both anocnt and modem. grapple wtth the dl\ 11.hng lmc bchH.'('n 
•o~ war to delt\w brae! from an enem) who ha• ~tt.lcked them· and 
a wo~r "to enlarge the borders of l<rael o1nd to tncrt'a'l' ht~ fthe lung'~) 
greatne->., and prestige." Each of thew approach<"~ und~rltt"> dtfferent 
understJndmg• of when a war •• obltgatory, authon.-t>d or prohtbtted 
.1nd tht• l'th~eal duttes a<~ooated w1th each category , 

Ibn Ttbbun's translation of MJtmonides' 'omml'ntary on the 
Mtshnah suggests that Maimonide~ felt th,lt ,,n obligJtory war does 
not ~t.ut until one is actuaUy Jtt.lcked by Jn .umy, authortZl'<l wars 
indude all defen<tve wars and all mihtary actions commenced for 
any rea<;On other than tmmediate <ell-dcfen-.e ., Accurdmg to this 
dehnttl<>n. the u-.e of force pnorto the tntt.al u-c of for«' bv thl' memy 
l>ther than lor clt>arly defen«ive pu~ can unly ~ IU'hfil..i through 
the •pu,.,.uer" or 'E'If-defense raoonalt! All otht'r mtht.ll) acti\lt) i!. 
prohtbttl..i 

R.lbbt )OS4.'ph Kapach in his tran!JatJtm of the samt.' commentary 
of Matmontdto; undt?rstand> Matmonidcs to pcnntt war agam't na-
ltons that h,l\e previously fought wtth l~ra<'l and that are <hll techni-
cally at war wtth the Jewt<h nahon-e\en though no hghhng ts now 
go1ng ''" An offenSive war cannot be 1u~hflt>d 1!\'l.'n J<; an authori7t>d 
war unl<'~s a pnor state of belligerency existeJ " 

Rabbt Abraham dtBoton, in hb comml'ntary on Matmonide~ 
(Ll\·Jrrm M~>lmrh). postts that the phra~ •to enh•mc~ the l.mg's great-
nc"s and prc~ltge" includes all of the catcgont•s of authoriu>d war 
Jlt'rmtllt..i an tht• Talmud. Once agam, all wars other thJn purely 
defcn,tH' ''ars m which milital'}· actt~1t}" '' sok>lv mtltated by one's 
opP<'ncnt• are cla~<tfied as authonzed wars or tlll.'S-'1 wa~ Obhgatc>f\' 
"-ill'S are hmtted tc> purely dtoten~tve wa,.,. 

Rabt>t Abraham l~iah Karbtz (Cirmm /.Jt) clatm' that Matmon-
tdl.,· ddintlton of an authorized "''ar " rcfcmng to the u!>C of force 
m 01 war of attn bon sttuation . .n In any cucumstance tn "htch prior 
"battle" has occurrt?d and that battle wal> tnttiated bv tht• enemy, the 
war that i~ being fought is an obbgatory one.~ Aetordmg to this 
apprtl.lth, thl' u~e of mililitry force pnorto thl• qtart of a war of attnhon 
i~ prohtbttl'd (unless JUstified by th<' genernl rules (lf 'oE'If-delense, in 
whteh ta'><' a •war• 1s not being fought accordmg to ]l'WL'h law). 

S..mmary 

Wars bY ~:ular 1\0'emments accordtng to Jcwt'h law can thus be 
dl\·tded mto thrft' categories: 
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1. War to <a~Y lhl' natiorr u~tt.:JJ ;,. n<JU.•, or srun to br, uruifr 1JII1lclc 
nus 1s not te<:hnically war but is pcrm1ttt'ti bt-<ause of thr 
law of "pursuer" and is subll'ct to all the r"•tncttons rdated 
to the law of pursuer and the rules of srlf defen-.e. 

2. War to aid an m11ourll th1rd f'IJrl¥ u-lro un.kr all , .. Th~!> too.l 
ts not te<:hn1cally war, but most commentators rnilndJte tlus. 
also undrr the "pur•uer· rationale, but o,ome ruk. th1~ a> 

merely pemutted. In e1ther ca~e. 11 "subll'C."t to all the restric· 
buns related to the •pun.uer'' rat1onal~ 

3. Wor, of ,..1{-defm~t or pt'rlrap~ ltmlrmal txpcw•rtlll A number <>f 
romment.ltors permrt ""ar" as an in'tJtuhon eH·n m <nua· 
bons where non'(;ombatan ts mrght bl! l..illl>d , mcht commen· 
tanes linut tht;, licen-.e to defen\lve wan. . 

So too jew.Jt law dtv1d~ w:ars b) the jewish gowrnmcnt mto 
thn.e (dtfferl'nt) categones: 

1. O..lcndmg the people of Israel from attad b) an aggr~':>!>iH~ 
net hbor Th1• ts an obhgatOrJ war. 

2. Ft~tmg ofren'IVe wa~ agam,t b.?lbgerent neighbor...111 

3. Prutl..:bng mdtVJduals through the u~t' of the laws of "pur· 
suer" and M-lf-defenst' from agg"'ss1ve netghbol' Tht~ ts not 
a •war" accordtng to the jew1sh t.radthon. "' 

1-tnally, it •s cructal to reali.te that there are ,ituahon~ where 
war-m the Jew, ·h tradlbOn-ts <1m pi) illeg.tl The lulhng' that tak<' 
plaa! '" such a war, if not darectly l>ascd on 1mmedaate self-defense 
needs."' are murder .and p.artiopahon 10 tho.e war.. ·~ prohtbtte.i 
attordmg to Jewtsh law."' How spectfically one. a~ a ctt!Un, 1> to 
respond to an lmproptor war (by Mlence, protest, draft cva~um. or 
dtS<lb..'<ltence._ etvtl or otherwise) 1s a "Ueshon bevond the scope of lh' , 

IS paper It ts clt<ar, h<>wewr, that one may not actually 'erve tn thl' 
arm} and ktll lhl' enemy unjusUy. 

BA.1TL£R£LD ETHICS 

Typt of lo\~r 

l'he tnt hal queshon that need~ to be addressed when diS<u"mg batUe-
field etltics IS whether lhe rules for thc<;e sttu<~honb dufer from all 



ot~r applicahons of Jewish ethics, or is •b,ttlefi<>ld ethics" merely a 
g<>n<'fal apphcabon of the rules of Jew1'h eth1cs to the battlt>6eld 
Sttuabon, This que~hOn IS essentially a rephra~mg of the question, 
"What•• th<> moral hcense accordmg to lhl' )ewtsh trad1tion that per· 
mtllt war to be waged?" As explained above, Jewish trad1110n catego-
ru.e!> "armed con01ct" into three dilferent categoncs: obligatory war, 
pennib!>tble war, and societal appucabons of the •pur5ucr" rallollille.,. 
Each of thebe situations comes with different liccn~s The <'asie>l one 
to address is the final one: the pursuer rationale. Battlefield l'lhics 
ba~d on the pursuer model aft.' sunply a generic application of the 
general field of )ewt<h ethics ft.'lating to stoppmg one who is an evil-
doer from l.tlhng an mnocenl per;on Wh1le 1t 1< beyond the scope of 
th1s arbcle to completely explam that detatled field of Jewish ethiCS, 
the touchstont> rules of sell-del~ •ccordmg to JewiSh law are four· 
fold. Even \\hen self-de!~ is m.utd.ltory or pe~1ble and one 
m.1y kill a person or group of people who are seeking to !.ill one who 
IS mnocenl, one may not· 

1. Klll an mnocent"' thtrd party to sa vi' a hfe; 
2. C.ompel a per.on to nsk his life to save the hfe of another; 
3. Kill the pursuer after his evtl act ts 11ver a~ a form of pun· 

lbhment; 
4. U~ more force than is nunlmaiJy nl'\'dl>d 41 

Thub, the rule• of thiS type of •armed confhct" would resemble the 
acltVJhe- of a police force rather than the .KtlVJhes of an army Only 
lht> m~t genteel ot modem amues can funclton '" accordan<Y with 
the~ rule. 

On the other hand, the Sltuabonb of both obhgatory war and 
authonzed war are not merely global e~trapolahon• of the principle> 
of "self-defenbe" or "pursuer ·There are ethJCalliberalihes (and stric· 
lures) assooated w1th the battlefield sttuabon that have umque ethica.l 
and legal rules unrelated to other fields of )cw1sh law or ethics." They 
perm1t the ktlling of fellow human bcmgs '" sttuaiJon• wht>re that 
action but for the perm.issibihty of war-would be murder. In order 
to understand what precisely is the HJi~nse to ~1. • 111s necessary to 
explam the prehnunary steps needed according to Jewish law to actu-
ally fight a battle after war has been proper!~ d~lared It ts through 
an unde~tand111g or these requirements that one grupo the hm•ts on 
the license to kill one's opponent> 111 nulit.try act1on according to 
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17u Civllum, tlrt Sitgr or Blocl<adr, and Standards of Co11duct 

The obligabon to seck peace, as explamed above, applies to batt!~ 
between anrues m wluch no c1vil.an population ~~ invohed JeYoish 
law requize, an add1honal ~n<'s of overture~ for pt'ace and surrender 
m Sltu<ltions where the military actiVIty mvolves attackmg a ties popu· 
latro by a~'ili.tns. Ma1mon1de-; state~ 

Joshua. before he entered the land of hr.wl '>l.'nt thnoe letters to 
1ts inhab1tants The fll"'t one said that ththe that WISh to flee (the 
oncommg armyJ •hould flee. The ~nd one sa1d that those 
that WISh to makl> peace should mal-e peace. The thard letter 
said that those that want to fight a war should prepare to fight 
a war"' 

Nor wa~ the general obhgahon to warn the civiban population enough 
to fulfill the obligation: Maimomde:. codifies a number of speofic rule' 
of mi11tary ethics, all b.a..ed on Talmudic sources. 

When one surrounds a aty to Jay ~•ege to 11, 11 1S proh1b1ted to 
surround it from four Sides, only thrl-.? ~•de- are penm1ss1ble. 
One must leave a place for inhabitants to flee for all those who 
w1sh to abscond to save the1r lives.,. 

Nachmamd~ elaborates on this obligatiOn m a wa} that cltarly ex· 
plairu, the moral obligation: 

Cod commanded liS that when we lay s1ege to a aty that we 
leave one of the s1des wathout a siege so as to give them a place 
10 flee to II IS from lhrs comn141rdmmt thllt IL'<' lt~~rn to dt~~l tt•rlh 
compassron tvl'n Wtlh or.r tnl'mre-; L"a"n altrme of war; m add1h0n by 
SJVIng our enemies a place to flee to, they w1ll not charge at us 
... ,th as much force. • 

Nachmanades bel . 
tha . >eves that thts obiJgahon 1s o;o basa. a~ to reqwre 

H 
111 

be one of l~ 613 bas1c biblacal cornmandmt>nt.s in Jew1<h Lnv. 
owever Nac"-·- d . h 
td ' '"'14111 ~clearly lim1ts lh1~ l'thical obligJbon to aut <>-

:tho~~~. ~ot obligatory wars, and th1~ IS agneed to by most other 

____ ......., __ .--- ------
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E•~ntullv, )ewa<h law completelv reJect~ tht' nohon of a "<irge· 
"' that t~rm ·~ understood by rrulttary tactaoan~ and modem articula-
tor.. of antcrnationallaw Modem antemahon.1lla" generally assumes 
that an • <atuahon where "the commander of .1 b.!Ml>gl'<l place expel(sJ 
th~ noncombatants, an order to lessen the number of th~ who con-
sume has stock of provisions, it is lawful, though an extreme measure, 
to drive them back so as to hasten the surrender,,., Secular law and 
morals allow the use of civilians as pawn~ in the saegt> Hrr /twrsh 
lradllrolf 1>rolubrttd that tmd numJattd thnt rwru·c•m/latnnh u·lto u>t>htd to 
flu mu't ~ al/cru~d to fltt lht sctnt of tht /!atilt. I wduld add, however, 
that I do not understand Maimorudes' word• hteraU) . It IS not sur-
roundmg the otv on aU four sides th.tt ~ prohabatl-d, rather, at a:. the 
preventing of the outfli1W of cit"iwns or sol.drm who art' ~king to 0~. 
Of rou~. JewiSh law would allow onr to <top tilt mfli1W •>f Jupp/U"S 
to • bt•argtd oty through this fourth •ude 01 

11us approach soh·es another drfflcult problrm a«ordang to Jew-
a<h law: the role of the "innocent" em han an combat Saner the )ewash 
tradition accepts that dvilaans (and soldaers who are surrendenng) 
areal way' enhtled ton~ from the~ene of the battle, at would log~cally 
follow that all who remam voluntarily arl! classified a:. combatants, 
sance thl' opportunity to leave b continuously preSI'nt. Particularly in 
combination with joshua's practice of sendang letters of wamang an 
advance of combat, tlus lrgal approach sn'•tly hmat• the role of the 
doctnne of "mnocent civilian" in the Je"'·ash trildlhon E.•senhally, the 
JewaJ>h tradahon feels that mnocent m,han~ should do their very best 
to remove tht'l1\selves from the batUefaekl and that tho-.t' who rem.un 
are not so annocent . U one voluntaril~- stavs an a cah that i~ under 
saege, ont' ha~ the 'talus of a combata-nt .~' . 

The uruntentJOI\dl and undestrablt killang of mvoluntarily re­
maming annocent O\'ilians seems to me to be tht> Ont' "kilhngN activtty 
permas•able in Jewish Jaw in war situations that would not be permissi· 
ble in the pur;uer/self-defense situatiom Ju~t as jcwash law permats 
on<> to send one's own soldiers into combat (wathout thear consent), 
po\qably to be killed, jewish Jaw would allow th<' unantt:'ntional kilhng 
of annocent ovihans as a necesSiry (but unde~ared) by-product of the 
morallicf.'nse of war ... 

The Jewash tradition mandat!'d a number of other rull'S so as to 
prevent certaJn types of tactlG that Vll.llatl-d the norms of etlucal 
b,havtor e~en in war Matmonides recounb thilt at as prohabated to 
remove fru•t t~ so as to induce suffenng, famane, and unnece"ql') 
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wa,te m the a~mp o f thl· em·m> o1nd th1~ 1;. ,l('C~?pted as nonnabvt tn 

J~?w l5h law ., \1a 1momde~. an h• ~ Hoc~ ••f Comm4rrdmn~t , e~pliotly 
lin~ th1~ to the deliberate intenllo n to exp.>-.e the enem1· to undue 
!>Utfenng '\achmamdes add~ th<~t the rf.'mo, ,ll of all tree'" p.:rm•- ~· 
ble if nl"eded lor the butldmg of Jortifkatwn~ It 1s only when 111s done 
deliberatdv to mduce •uffcnng that it b proh•btt.-.1. 1\:achmantd.,, h10, 
however, under,tands the jt'wish tradition as rcqwring one to hd1e 
mercy on one's enemv as onl' would have mere\ on one's o"n anJ 
not to engage 1n unduly crul'l iKh\'lty."' E;cn the greatest oi 
<eourges-rape of the enemv fl"rnale 01 than popul.lhon-was ~· 
lat.oc:l undl'r Jl.'wtsh law ... 

A ~'ole on 1\'uclear 1\ar tmd Jew1sh tau• 
The U'l' t>f nucleo1r weapons .:ts weapons of ma•., destrut·tion '' wr1 
prob~rnahc m JewiSh law. In a 'ltuahon of mutua II} a,sured dt>:;tru(· 
bon if nuclear" eapons were used, 1t IS clear that the Je" ,..j, tradlbOO 
\\ould prohib1t the actual U!.C of such weapons 1f •uch weapon' "-ere 
to a~uc;e the largt>·,c,1le dcstruclton of human hie on thl? earth a' •t 
currenU} eltt~t'>. The I almud • e1<pl.totly prohtbtb the wagtng of war 
in a situali~.>n wh('re tht> casualty rate cl<CC•'<is a <L~th of the populah•'"· 
Lord Jakubovtts, m an article wrillen morf.' th.Jn th1rty wa..,. aS"• 
<ununarvl'CI lhl" jew1sh law on th1.s topic in Ius eloquent manne~ 

In ~iew or thi• vitallimitatton of tht> law <'r <elf·dd<n<e, It 
h urv1val would appear that a dert n~1ve war liJ..ely tocndangert e~ 

of th(' attadong and th~ ddendmg nahnn~ ahke. 1f not tnd, ... d 
the entire hum.:tn race can neH·r be JU'bfil'CI . On th1s ii"0111P" 
lion then that the ch~Ke J'V'l'<l bv a threatened nuclear atw:l. 
would be e1ther complt!te de!>truchon or ~urrl.'ndcr. unlv the 
~nd may be morJIIy vtndiC.ltl'<l '" 

llowewr ont' cave1t is needed [I i> permi,siblt! to thn'a~n to 
adopt a m1tit.lry ~trategy that 1S m fJcl prohibited m order to det<·r a 
\\ar. >'Vlule one IRJu•hce a~nnot e1 o:r JUStify oJnother '"JU'Ilct, S(lJTil"' . . 1 crons fr<.m hmes threatenmg to do a wrong can Pt\''-e-nt the mtba " 

I d~ 11,,t mtll" occumng. ust h<..:au~ 011r cannot 1'''11 tlu· nudc'l1r trtg.~··r · 11 that Ol1t mnnot ou•n a nucltflr 111111. 1 It 1s 1mportant to undt>rst.lnd 1 
t 

logical syllogJsm that perrmt" th1, conduct. 1t1s prohtbltl'<l~us:e 
.. ·t one IS of the proh.ibitton to lie-to threaten to use a \\eapon t .... 

prohtbited from actuJIIy ustng. llowever, il can be dearlv Jemon· 
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'ltat,'\lth.stlvmg t<l sa\~ the bfeof an mnu.:entp<•rson 1~ ~I'TNS'•blc " 
Thu .. , th1.' be bt·U~mc~ legally JU~Iifl.lbl<• to S.Sit' one's'"' n hf~ too. 
An e>.lmpl<• pr<IH., th•' pomt: If a J'l'f"!<ln de!o1n'<lto l..11l an 1nnon·nt 
pl't"<o<>n .1nd on~ could not pr<'vt'nt tlus act b1 l..tlhng tht• p<•tl'nlial 
murdetw, ' '""could thrl'att>n thts pt'~"'<ln by -avtng. •If you lo.tlltht' 
mnocrnt J'('Nnn, I w11l kill your childrt•n Whtll', uf wur'"• ont> could 
nut carry ;1ut that threat in re!>pon~e ''' tht• murdl•r, tht' thn:.ll lt~lf 
l'lluuld bt• ,, p<.'rmi'-'tble deterrence ~~au~ lv1ng to aV<lld a murder 
'' pt"rm•~'•ble rhu,, th"' dl!lllonstratt"> thdt thn:att•nln)l to do th.Jt 
wlu~h ••nc .:.1nnot .1ctuallv do., pernu"tbll' '" 5ot'"" hie. Tho:~· 
stun <>f nudNr weapons IS s•mplv an .-.mphft<ahun of tht> logJcal 
anal~1s 

Ch uempha$b on thl' mmor prohlbtllon agam~t telling an un • 
truth at th<• e'pense otletbng a per;on diC 1S an c'ampl<' ot an .. thtcal 
\Jluahun that '' compl~tcly contrarv tnthl' ji'W1$h t'thu..ll norm In 
gcnl'ral , the undl'rempha••~ of the bJbltcal ethi.:<~l rnandat" "not to 
,t,md by wh1le one·, netghbor's blt>t>d " •h<•d" " thl' hallmart.. ol 
tho-e 11hu o~Jopt a &y:.tem of paofJ,hc eth11.-,. and l'~plo~m~ "hi '"'h 
~n cthllal dlrt'Claon i> contrary to )<'WI'h la11 If oJll' could '-!'<'a hfe 
by tel11n)l d h~. ~uch d lie would be m.1nd.1tury tn jl'wt•h l'lhJC• 

Th<• lJ>;{' of tactic.tl nudcar weapons dl'\lj;m>d •<•ldy to b<' used 
un thl.'l1dd of battle, ' tn circum<tance' an whKh tht• wmpll'le dt•,truc· 
linn of th<' combat.lnt~ would be pt!rTnl'"bll' (•uch a• att,•r thl' proper 
warntng had bet>n gwen and peace .,._.,.l..mg tn<'<ll, would be ac· 
Cl'ptabll' 

Su~ttma, 

!here dl'arly " a hcl'JlS(! to 11agl' c,·rtam l.mds of war and to kill 
ct.•rt.lm peopl<' tn thl' Jewtsh tradJh<tn Howt·~t·r. tn order ttl e~t'ro-c 
th" hccnw, one must fir;t seek peact!; thl' pNcl' mu~t ~ "'ught pnor 
to dt-.:lanng war, pnor to wagtng a batt It•, anJ pnor t<l la~tng a '•ege. 
Wh1l41 war perm1ts t..Jihng, 11 permit~ th~ mhmhonal killing only of 
combatant,. lnmxent people mu~t ~ gJVI.'n l'Vt'f) opportunity to 
r .. mo\~ thl'mwJw, from the field of CL'mbat 

nCiffi\'C 0."1 Tiff. SAM£ T£-t.\1 £nllCS lVI TIII.\ ntr IRMY 

Juda11om not onl) mandated a partJ<oL,r I} pt• ot t'lh~<.al bt ha1-.or to-
wards one'• ~nt>nue->, but compelll!d one to <~<iopt certain rules of 
conduct towards one'< own c;old~f' a' "ell Tht• 81blr <'~photl)' 



addi'1.'S.-e~ th~ qul"'hon <>I "ho 'hall be romptlled to fight 1n a will 
It SI<IIC'l> 

And "hen }uu appl\l.lch the time for b.lttk, the plll"t Wll 
.tppro.xh .tnd pt>ak to tht> ~pie. He ~hould .>ay to them. •Li> 
It'll l~r.tel. today ~ou are •pproaching "ar "1th your ffl!'llllt' 
d o not be f.unt m heart; do not be fearful and do not be alarmed 
do not ~· fnght~ned of them Because God, wur G<>J. pr.l; 
"''llh you to battll.' vour en~mlt's and to )<1\1.' vou • And the 
oltiCI.'r'l ~hall !>.tV to the people, * Who ., the pt'r>Oll who has 
built il hou'it" and nt>l } ... t dl.'d1cated 11? He 'hould return tow 
hou~ leJ>t he d1e m battlt> and •nother ded1calr 1l. Who IS !ht 
ptr'\On who has planted .1 vmeyard and never u~ the fruit' 
Ht> should le.t\C and return lc>l t.e d1e m b.lttle and another~ 
the fruit . Who IS tlw ~r<on who IS engaged to a wOIIWl and 
h.ts not mamed her? Ht> 'hould leaw and return homt' le!ol ht 
die m battle and another marrv ller. • Al!d I~ li""'YT> >hcWd ,JJ 
to this saymg. · ~\h<> ts th.· prr-.m :l'lt1> ,~ scartd tmd Jn.~ldmrd 111 ki$ 
lrtart' H~ .JICU/d lffl~ anJ nturu lest ht:> r~hbor'< hNrf gf'lll" ll'l!l:J 

li S hiS luzs • ' 

Two dl,hnctlv dtfft>rent exemptions are present in the 81ble. The f~l 
ll> that of a ~rson who:.e death will cau.'t' a dt'ar tnroJnpletrnes5 II\ 
an 1mpendmg ltle<Vdt' t>\ ent . fhe 't'rond IS a pt'rson wh~ Ct'nd:; 
may be dektenous to the morale of the amw a> a "hok. \\'htll' 

• • L, th~ 
position of Matmorudes il> unde.u, R.wad 1mmedtatcly notes ""'1 

two Ciltt>gon~ of t>llemptions are d1fferent m purpot't' •nd appliC,_ 
bon "' Rav•d ~tales lh<lt the exempllOn' relabng 10 1mpendmg hit-
cycle evenb <~pplv only to an authonud "ar; In an oblipton' "at 

• uon all mu~t fight. Howt>ver, he ~l<ltes th.tt it •s f'O"'-Ible tllat the e~t?m,f 
for one who il> fearful would applv even to an obligatt>f) w-ar 

The TAlmud" t>xplams th1s e\.emption 111 two different "a~' 
Rabbi Akiva "l<ltes lh<ltthts refers to a person who i!.ladmg the Jn<)t31 
cour<~ge to do baWt' and 10 set> combat and watch people peri>h. R.Jrl>l 
"' 1 _...,_s ha\'<' 
10:.1 a~serts that it relates to • per;on whose persona -~· 
been sinful (and who IS thu:.afraid that in warbml' hi! will bl' puru•hrd 
for his ~m~).'" Most authonhes maJntamthat one .... hob tParhll rd w-ar 
to such a degree that he qualifies for ,uch an exemption l!t compelled to 
take th15 deferral-1t ~~not optional!" Jt>wi~h Jaw pr.Nribit- onl' ,,J>o: 
of such character from fighting ."' While one could cJ.um thJI this I\ F 

____ _;.__ 
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uf t .em phon ~ a fonn of !>electi' e rono,oenoout t>bJ<'C:tion. ~uch an 
und.,r.tandong of the law would~ on error A pl'!'Wn who •obJecb • 
" not g1ven an exemption. certatnly a J>I.'NlR who ~~ phr.;1ally and 
p<~ychologlcally capable-but who merely t>bJccl~ to th1~ particular 
war ~an lx> compelled to fight It ~~ only a form of psycholog1cal 
unhtnl..,$ that eams one th1s type of exl'mptum 

In add1tion to the question of who M'rvt',, )ewa~h law mandatl.'d 
cert.un eth1cal norms on tht' battlefil'ld <.0 a~ to eno,un• ct'rtaln moral 
bt:hav1or. For eJ<ample, the B1ble l'l'<JUirt"> • .1nd th1~ 1s qwted 1n the 
Talmud and codes, that basic sanitary ruk'li bt: oi>lK'rH-d 1n m1htarv 
enampments.'1 

PC.ACL TRCA.nFS 

The book of joshua (9:3--12) recount., the tc>ry Ill the fi..,.t tr~:aty 1M 
je~h nahon entt.-red into a~ follow., 

lhe people of Civon [who bw >n I.ral•IJ heud what Joo,hua dad 
to )t?richo and to Ai [they wl'te destn>yt'dl And th~y worked 
w>Lh tnckery and they made them'l!l~e' to look hJ..e amb.h5ildor.; 
• • . And they went to )O!>hu.l at Cllgal ilnd ... 11d to htm, and 
to all the Jl'.'Ople of Israel, "We haw cumt' from a fu land, mille 
a treaty w1th us ." . •• And thcv 11<11d to )t»hw "We are your 
~rvants • He Siltd to them. "Who art' \'OU lind where do vou . . 
come from'" They rephed "From a ~ery L,r away land ••• • 
And )~hull (and the jew~) made peaCt' w1th them and hP~1gned 
a lrt'ilty w1th thPm whtch "") ~wom on (uhfiN by I the ptl.>!'t· 
dents of the tnbes. And 11 was at the tnd of thre;o day> after the 
lr"aty was "1gned that the jeWl'h natwn h"ard that thl· Gtvorutes 
were ne1ghbors and hved nearby. Thl' prtlple of brad trilveled 
and camt' to their cities on the th1rd day. And the jew• d1d 
not attack them since the pre•ident& of tht tnt>t>s had rahfied 
lthe treaty) in the name or God. the Cod of lsrad The Jews 
complamed to the prestdcnt• of the tnbe-. J'h!' pre'>denb re­
phed "We swore (not to attack tht'mf t>y the name c:>f tht> God 
of l•rael and thus we cannot tt>uch them." 

ht>n though the tre~tv was entered tnto undtr fr~udulmt preten~ 
the je'llolSh pt"Qple ~tained that the trt'aty was morall) bindmg on 
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tl"ll'm. Indeed, Maunomdes, ba<tng htm<elf .llmo~t ~~clu~ivclv on 1u~t 
this mcident. codifie~ the rules of treaty as foUow~ 

It IS proh1b1ted to lie tor breach! tn ~ah<" and 11 tS prohtbitl'<i 
to make them {the defeated nahon 1 ~uffer after they have <cttled 
and accepted the .even commandments.~ 

Rabb1 David Ibn Ztmra (Radvaz) in his commentary on 'l.la1montdl':> 
«plaUIS that 'thiS ~~ learned from the inddt.ont of the Gtvomm 'inre 
breaking on••'s lreahe:. ''a profanation of Goo·~ nJme. 1 Accordlll!l 
to th1s rahonale the rea-.m the Jn-; .h nation felt rompdled to honl•r 
1b treaty With the Givomm-a treaty that at the' eT\·Iea•t "a' l'ntered 
mto under fraudulent circumstan«.,_was that (II/IUS uvu/J tWI gra:.p 
the full Clfn<M<Ia"~ U'ldt'r "-'hteh tJtr lrtllll( u'll> <t~rd. mrd 1l'<lUIJ lunot 
miNJJr!'lrd /It~ brrad1 of /hf lrtflll( II.> a ''!1". of mor;//artty "" lltr J'llrl ~ 
lhr krwJt poop/~ One could Mgue. based un tht' rahvnall•, that tn 
circum, lance. "here the breach of a treatv would b..' considered rN· 
'lOnabiE by other:.. 11 \\ould be ~rmtsstbie to break 11 .. 

Rabbi Levi ben Gel'hon (Ralbag) undcr:.tand' the nature of the 
obltgation to o~e lreahe~ differently. he datrns that the n?a!>On the 
treaty Wtth thl' C1von1m had to be honor~ was that thl! JewL'h nauon 
"swore" to observe 1ts obligahon. and 11 11 d1d not do so, the n,ltion> 
of the world would think that the Jew"h prople do not bdie\ e in 3 

God and th~ do not take their prorru-es seriou<ly 
Rabbi DaV\d ben Klmchi (Rad&tk) advance., ;tn l.'ven more radtcal 

understanding of the Ntun.' of th~ obhgallon. Among thl.' po~sible 
~•:.on~ he advance' to explam why the treat)· was honored--ewn 
though 1t was a vo1d treaty because it was entered mto wlcly on the 
ba•is of~ fraudul .. nt assurances of the Givonim- wa~ be<au...- oth· 
er\ would not be aware that the treaty was rl.',lll} vo1d and would 
(mmrrectly) id~nbfv the Jewtsh nat10n as the breaker of the treaty. 
Tht> fear that the Jew1sh nation would be 1noorrt'dlv identified al> a 
treaty brea~er. he states, IS enough to requ1re that the jew1~h nation 
k~p all treaties dulv enttr\'d tnto."" 

Each or th<"Se theones. what~ver the l>bhgabon to k~p treati~> 
15 

bilsed on, pre,uppose~ that treaties 01re ~ically btndmg ilmudmg 10 
lewL,h law It IS only 1n the case of a vis1bly obvious breach t>f the 

lre,lt) b>· one party that th~ S«ond party rna} decline to honor the 
trea~ . fhu~. ll'WtSh l01w acct'pb that when the war l5 over, the pea.:e 
that 

15 
•&re•'rl to IS bmd1ng lndloed, even 1n a ~1 tuation where then? 



"" some unnohced fraud tn tis enactment or rablic.Jbon. tl ll> still 
btndtng. 

PACIFISM AND QUIETISM 

lndrvidual Pact(ism 

Difficult~~ 11 is 10 our society today to Wke a ~wnd against pacifism 
as a <;OCtal or individual moral philosophy, titS dear th~t the JewiSh 
tradthon doe~ not favor pacifism as a value supenor to all other values 
or mcorporate tl as a basic moral doctnne "1thm Judai<m. Judaism 
dearly has accepted a practical form of paofi•m a' appropnate 10 
the ~tight" circumstances. For example. the lalmud rKOunh t~t in 
respon~ to the persecutions of the ')(.'alnd renturv (c r ), the JewiSh 
people agreed (bterally: tool- an oath) to adopt p.K•h•m 10 the process 
of seeking poltttcaltndependence or autonomy for the Jewtsh state." 
This action ts expla10ed by noting that frl-quenth paoftJ>m IS the best 
re~ponw to total political defeat; only through the complete abJuring 
of the nghtto use force can survival be ensured Soi\>O, thl' phenome-
non of martyrdom, even the extreme example of ktlhng one's own 
chtldren rather than allowing them to be convl'rted out of the fatlh,• 
repr<>sents a form of pacifism in the face of viOlence"' llowever, 11 is 
1mpos,tble to assert that a paafishc rl".lponse ts based on a deeply 
rooted Jc" ish trad1tion to abstain from vtolence cwn tn response to 
'1olence. ll is true that therewa,a trad1tion n>Jl'Chnga vtolent response 
to antt·Sel1\lhsm and pogrom; yet•t IS equally cle.1r that th.lt trad11ion 
was b.J'Ied on tht futihty of such a re>pon<;e ratn.,r than on tl> moral 
tmpropntty. Evt'n a casual survey of the )l.'wtSh Ia" m.11tmal on the 
appropnateness of a ,,olent respon<;(' to violence leads one to conclude 
that netlht>r Je"l'h law nor rabbl1\lc ethtcs frowm-d on vtolence mall 
arcum,tanc~s as a te>pon>e to \'IOienct'.00 

Three examples prove this point. Je" 1~h l~w command~ (com· 
pcls) one to save the life of one who i~ bean~ murd~red even 1f tt IS 
nccl'S!IIlry to do >O ,, t the expense of thl' Jill' of tlw murderer; the 
Talmud commands that one should have no ml'rC"y un the murderer 
and ~hould tal-e h1s hfe if need be-tndeed thi\ 1 .. true even if the 
murderer could not be punashed bra court for h~:o cnml· ,lft~r the fact 
(for examph.', tf the murderer were a minOr)." So too, Jewl>h law 
recuunb that 1f one~ t\'o·o 1ndivtduals fightin~ 10 or•"llmstances r.n 
wh1ch one rould hurt the other, )ewtsh Ia" alloM• the use of fom! 
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to s.:parate th• two combatants. In nrcumstances where fom? is 1M 
onlv means to separate the coml;>.~tJnb, force ts mandatOr)' As is 
notl'<i by Rabbi jo,hua FaU..-Cohen (S.,ma) and others. th1~ rule encom· 
passes two dtfferent moral duh('S Tht! fir~t ~~to help one whets bemg 
attacked; the second 1s to -.eparate a per;on fnlm 'm; tltf u;t of /PrU 
to hurt a prrso11 ts "'"'''~· but Jro·•<h /au• satteli<lt~'> IN u~ of {r11Tt I~ prrmrl 
anothn-from u~mgforct •mprol'"'"· A clearer n?1ection of the ph1losoph~ 
of pacifism IS not po'sible Indeed, one who eummes even the ntual 
area of the law dio;co\ers that the use of vtolence m the servtct of th.lt 
wh1ch ts nght IS sanctioned , Thus Shulcha11 Amdr•' mJndates thl? usc 
of force on the Sabbath 10 response to the threat of mvJsion of the 
JewiSh communtty. It is simply untenable to clatm that as a matter of 
theorehcal ethical dutv Jewi!.h "'" percetves paofi~m as the tdeal 
response to evil tn all orcumsl.ln~~ ... But 11 "'cruoal to emph.l<llt 
that the JewiSh tradthon does not rejt'<:t p.~cifiqm as.t pract1cal respon-.e 
to unmorahty or evil. Rathl'r, t..1cticJI pacifism ha' a pl.lce a' the dt>arll' 
superior altem.tbve to rooperatmg w1th evil or perhaP' even acuvely 
trymg to <eparate one from ev1l and fillhng. 

There i~ one element of paofism th.tt c. d~?arly found 1n tho! 
Jew1sh tTadthon the minim1zahon of violence. In nearly JU ~1twtro~ 
whert! )ewtsh law allows VIOienct' to prevent an evil from occurri~g. 
tt mandatt's that the mintmal amount t>f v1olence be used to accomph<h 
one's goal. Thu~. tf one can s top a murdt>rer from romnutbnK his 
Clime without the u~e of d~?adly force, deadly foret' is prohtblted:" If 
one can separate combatants without u~mg physical force. nonvtolent 
means are certainly preferred .. jud;usm accepted that it IS be>t not 
to use V1olence, and looked upon violence as the la~t n...ort, l;lut when 
no other acbon would suffiet', violence wa!> morall) acceptable and 
typ1cally mandatory 

Soottal Pacifism 

The questton of societal, rath~r than md1v1dual paofiqm 1s a much 
more romplel< top1c ln Jewish law. A!> demon~troted elsewhere 1n 
tlus paper, Judaism does not requ1rc that scxtety go tn war 1n all 
orcumstanet"> in wh1dl war is permi•s1ble The deaston a> to wht'thcr 
or not to wage war IS a SQ(tetal burden, a JUdgm~?nt made b)' th064! 
who are part of the <;OCiety who wtll suffer the const'<{uences of" aging 
the war· In r~,pon<oe to a belhgerent ac1ton, in situatiom where war 
15 

authonzed rather than obligatory, <;(l(rrt.v l1as tilt right to adopt a 

____ ..A.--·--- ·- -------



l'12<rfi$11c !lane<" and dtdrrrt to uv.~~ u'tlr l1:1r to uv.~t "'""' lmd of /rmrttd 
uvrl In that scn,e, a sodetyroukl adopt a generally p.ICifa.hc re~ponsc 
to •'&SI'\'S~Ion and dechne to exerci<;t> rt~ nght to n"'pond to CWI) 

aggre'-1nn I hat fonn of <ooetal paofr<m ~~ pt"mllttro accord1ng to 

Jewr<h I.Jw Even rn that <rtuation, tht"'e con~1deratron, are hm1tro 
to ca'e~ 11f authori1ro war"' 

R.1bbi Maunce l..lmm in hr< excelll!nt wmin.ll e .. say on pacrfi•m 
and •dl..:hw mns..,entrous ObJection 1n the Jew"h trad1tiun conclude~ 
by \t.lllng: 

It mu•t bt> affirmro that juda1•m reJl"Ctt'<l Mal p.10f1<m, but that 
11 bt>hevro •trongly m pragm.1trc paofi,m a< a h1gh1-r moraUy 
more nolt>Y>Ilrthy rehSJous po-1tron. Nonctht•le", thl' 'ell'ctl,·e 
paofl'm 1< onh a pubhc, nabonal dec1~1on, and not a pt-~>nal 
one. 

Rabb1l.amm's t-ssay demonstrates Y.hat 1' ob~lll\J~ to all.,tudents of 
jcwi•h I.Jw and elhrcs: Th((>/ogiC"DI 1111ctfi'm lras 110 1•/att m ll1r fnm}l 
lrarfrlltm 

An rnd1vrdual's "SI'Iective conscrenhou' ub)l>t·tron" can bt•JuSti· 
fied m I he )ewi'h trad1tion as a respon•l' to an IIIIJI"I war Frl'<Juently 
~OCIClre' will embrace a mrhtary pohcy drrectly contrMV to the jew1sh 
trad1tron J'> to when a war~ pemus>1ble. Jewr'>h otven' rn that SOCiety 
are faced w1th a dilemma a5 to !hell' own conduct. Should they fight 
rn an unjuM war? Should theJf pubiKiv op~ the Y>ar (and nsk 
o;ooetal "om and J"'rhap> a nse m anh St>mltbm), or <hould they 
'lmpl)' hnd a way to a\ Old fighhn5, A numbt>r Ill ~utron< havP be<?n 
addres.wd to thts qul"'hon. whrch forces an md1v1dual to wt>1gh the 
con~uence:. to Jews 1n one's country wrth thi.' b1bhcal wmrnandment 
not to kill and not to stand b)· when other. are l..tlll'<l A number of 
solutions hl th1~ dilemma have ~n ad~anet'<l 1n }t!Wt)h law, and 
there <> no reA>On whv selective conscrcnhous objection ~hould not 
be acceptable rna soci~ty that allows one to l#lociMe such a status and 
avo1d m1htary '14.'rvice rn that manner Second, prasmahc pac1fi~m is 
a mural valu .. 1n the jew1sh trad1bon, but in my op1n1on, it 1~ only a 
value of 'ISJllflcance rn situations where ach\1' (phv-.cal) remuval of 
the tmpwpncty 1s nut pos~1ble. 

One rnav not. under anv arcurru.tan.:~: •• l..rll an mno<cnt J"'T>On 
to save om:'• own Irk hoY>~er, one lfUly (but need not) be silent m 
the face of the kill1ng of an rnllOCt'nt !"'non bv another 1f that murderer 



wdl senously punish or ~II onl' an ret.lhahon l<•r prot~'Sllng Hc;ton· 
call~·. Jews an the ~pora have ~mehme~ b.·cn f"'N'Cuted when 
they were anvolved in politJcalt>ppo<olhOn to 1 govemment.ll polu:y. 
While )l'W><h Ia" proh1b1t~ murdl'r no m.Jth.•r" h.1tlhe ronsequl'nres, 
JewiSh Jaw d(ll'> not requ1re that one do whatl'wr onl' can, no matter 
what thl' const'quence<., to saw the Wt uf ant>ther Indeed. a• h.J, 
~~~ noted elsewhere, the obligation to sa\.,. the lill' <>I an<>ther 1s 
perhaps suspended 1n the fare of very sigmficanl financi.JI wn..e-
quence~."' Absent an anh·SemJbc taant, cert.110IV tt I!> -u~pended Ill 
the face <>I ~ign1ficant phvs1cal dun»<,."" 

Qui~tism 

Evaluated from the Jewi\h f"'rs~>cthe, quit>h<m 101 a.> a moral ph1Joso. 
phv suffers from all the ta•lur<, of po~c1f,,m and then '<lme. \\h'.'e 
\\llhout a doubt '<lme .1~pects of this ph1Jo;,ophv can be found '" 
modem HasidiC doctnne, thl.' abrogation of "''P"n"bihtv for 011 .. ·, 
phvsoJ Iebon~. the lack of moral respon .. Jbility toward' other JndavJd· 
uab 10 thl'world. and the lendl'ncy tnquJehsm tm•arc:b-c,ual promJS· 
CUlly c.ln only I• ad a reasonabl" person to ronclude that II '' not a 
doctnnt>of any ''Smficance in the Jewi~h t•thic.'" Much of the d<-.:tnnal 
bu5i~ of quiehsm presuppows lhl' lack of rehg.ou' valul' of the n>ubne 
ntual~ of prayer and pen1tence, wherea' <,uch dodnne- are es•L·nhal 
to Juda, m. As~ Ct>mplement to ritual, the doctnnes ,,, tncorporated 
in llasid>sm have 'lOme ba.>•s in JewlSh eth1G ; 10 contra .. t or oppo,lh<10 
to n!llgJOU, ntual, tl ha) no plaw. 

CO\;Cl.USIOV 

Wht'n on~ reviews the rult!s found within Jewtsh Lm lor w•ging war, 
onl gra'~ a cru~'\oll reaiJh of)cw 1 h nultt•rv eth>r, , The moral hn·n<.e lh I· · • . 
. a war grant~ a per,on or" country vanes fwm ~Jtualu>n to 'ltua-

hon and went to event The Jew,,h trad1tJon tn.-at.. dufel'\'nl pt:tmL-'1' 
ble wars dJifen!nll} The battle tor vital e.·onom1c nt't!d\ carne' wllh 
tt much lt"Sb moral hcenw th~n the war Wilgl'<llo ptl'vcnt an a~gn:,,he 
enemy frum conqumng an <nnt..:ent nallun JewtSh lo~w rl!COj;OJLl'<i 
th.!t some wars a!'l> COmplt·t~ly tmmoral, that !K>m<' wars are morally 
pl'tmll>SJble but accomp.lmt>d by a very Jmuted ltn•nse l<1 ktll and that 
•ome war. an! • basic Nil~ for good wtth an t·nemy thai '~ l'\'tl. 
Each of tht.-~ 'Jiuations wrnes WJih a diffl'renl mural re.,pon"'-' and 



a d1ffercnt nght I<> wage war. In •um, 11 " crunallv 1mport.1nt to 
e"-lmml' the JU,ll<<' of e\t'l') cause How...-cr, \~t>len<e m thl' sel"\·~ 
of JU~hu! 1> not to be abhorred wathm tht! Jc1~1'h trad1hon . 
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U. Lilt'ralll·, br>lt Itt ..-lflt1rl acwrdmg h> ,.,, tih Ltw, <>nt' who r-obs 

huuses r"·,umaNy "'llloJII the ov.nn o1 the hou-.e ~ mtt n-upted Thu' the 
""ncr of the hou.,.. ma\ ktU lh~ rOObtt dunng th<' t-urstarv 

13. ft•r ,, 'ummarv ott he dLo;rour;r 011 tht• I"""'·"'"' R hhuda 5haVIV, 
&t;:rr r;, rr.n ()erusakm Zomet, 1990}. pp. 9<>-'19, ¥ohol •ppt••r. to mndude 
that mO<t authPnltM are rn agreement wtth R.lt>b• h•1n·, ruhn~~; .,. . ., al<O R 
\IIL<ha~ xhmdk• &1 }ltu:lwl. Yorrlr Dr11lr 1:162 •nd Novell• t>f R Ch,um 
Solowtl• htk on Maunontdt'>, Rot::.1do 1 9 f<•r •n e"'\'11!-nt arttde on th" tOpiC 
and on tht• grn<·ral ,t•tu~ ot preemptwe war rn Jewt'h Llw, -.· R..ll>bt I D.l11d 
Bll'<h. •rr...,nlptl\ ~War In Jcwt>h l...lw • G'lltc·rnp<or•ry IIJ/11lhu l'rvbltroh (~'-"' 
'Yorl Kt.w, 1'177 il'l) 3 2.'1 
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17. T""'phot Slwt••• 1 1~b. "C<>mg tu an aulhutut'<lw.ar." ~W.••IIII­
Pn Ill', 1n ht.• cummmt.l" <>n C...nt-." 32, al'<> s tate' that war IS p<'rttUttrd 
un.J.,. ~oachide J,a,.. H~ ~l.aun> lh.lt th1s as th, lu,tifu:.ttJOn for the act"'•n> r>l 
"himon And I..: VI tn the ""'''-len' uf the prople ol Shedlem Furth. '""(1ft, 

under th" an.th " t'\ en pR ... mpttH• a<11on, lo~~ thr kond taken by Slum<.111 
.and ~~ wou.J.t boo permstttd He at lt•.asl smpbt.'> that the kallinR of a• ~"''"' 
who n•• n<>t bdble under th~ punwT ratton.tk> os pernusstH<, >et ~;oR 
Shlomo Coren. "Comb.at Murahtv .a.n.t th~ liai.Jdu • Cm<<nllld' I (19/lilt· 111· 
(pubmhtd bv Zomcot tn Jeruo;;ll,•mJ 

18 R..abbi Mu~hc Schretbt•r, lhilfJIII Scjrr, }crtlt Dt'alr I lq 
19 5«', e g , Ral>t>i Abr.>ham K..>hdou·Shaptru. l:>.wr llo>rJiwm I II 

R.a.llbo MeN<:~m amb.a, /n11 "'"aim"' 2~ The t.sue of ~lfong wwpoM ~ 
Gent~e n.tlooru. "ad den.~ tn .a.n .,Ssa\ of R.ol>t>i J David Bl,;och. • Arms Sole 
m c:.m.u,.,por~~rv Hat..J.lotC ProNm, 11.0 13 In thi> t'!»dV it b .Jemon!>lrat<d 
that U... ~ optmon "otrun I•"' l'h Ia" perm••• th"' Yl< of atmJ 10 

go•emment> that typ~<aUy u~ th~ """P'Ifl' to proh'<l t~ht' ir\11!1 
bandots 

20. fOC' rrlHOns br•ond the S<."'J>C' ot tho' art>elr, )ew1sh Llw dod "'~ 
htstoncally develop a compH-le spt•11'1 u( r<gulabQns rel.abng t.o how ,.,.,;h 
Law go•ems Genhlt.'>. f·or many yt>al"! tho< w.u f'l'CCl'l\'ed to be mJtnlv~ 
lhevr..llal d•'<ll <oon, ilS )t"" oJh ww and ... th14~ "''re not trulv par1 oft 
)udeo·Chri>han ethtc of Wrst< m cultu~ • .....,, e.~. R..abbl Yah<il M.cl~M! 
Ef"ol<"ln. Aruc/r M·5hui<hanlri''J\tu1 wh11 wmle two diffrrrnt -..or~,. Jlru ·h lw-
SIIu/,lran, • ~t.andud rode of )4•wt>h 1.1.-, dnd Jlrlllh lrJ-5/outdwn ht· AtoJ.: 
rode of )ew"h law for 1M future wh1<h wnt.s•nt-1 tho.-w areil> of Llw "' 
prl<hal tn h" opm1on: th4• l~w~ of war ar.• m the wcond ... o~ 

21 . B T Sol.th 44b 
22. the word rahut"' wmellm~ translated il •pc'rmotted"· th" •• n~ 

correct for reason! to bt' expl~mc.l below Ral>b1 J J<;aro. tn ~ ML.Jur 
~Kings 6 I'· further dov1de:. the category of "obligatory onto twu atl'S"ne' 
compul~ry· and "comlll4nded • Thu• o;orne modem comrnenllln<~ dJ•;.!< 
I~ typH of war tnto thrH Who)~ thl> diviSion i> not tn(vrn-<1 tht )t)lal 
di!ferem<S brt...een "coi'T\JT\Andl'<l · and •compulsory" wa.- are not vl'l)' "S: 
nofocant, and ol os for lh•s rea-..>n that the Muhn.h. Maunomd,., , and tlll-f 
artlc:le Wlll ronbnut" to uw that boful'4"~1ion ralht'r than an~ 4>thrr 1~1"' 0 

division Btl~ f.....-..n. at 84, note• that the lalmud unph(ltly cerate!> one 
other category of war, an tlltg;tl war ~note~ abu•e and nolt' l9 t-<·lo" lor 
• diiiCU\,oon olthl' ramoficabons of ron(ludlng that a war " dll'&"l 

23. Or P"rhapl> compul'iOry" wan>, acet>rdtnK to th<l'-l' who aca!pt" 
tnfurcat•on of the cateKune' ...., n<>te 22 •h<•v<' 

24. Ao ~plamtd abovt', )rwi'h etlucsckarly dt,tinguo,h<" beO.t'l'n 1~ 
dJferent catego.._ of war An <>bhgatury war rt.-quores a <loff~rent mode 0 

..thocal conduct I rom •II otht"r tvph o( ""r f'ilrt>rularlv "lwn d•~"'"~~ th<' 
obligation'" lht> hme or )o>hu.; to conquer th~ l.tnd 0(J~rad tor the f1r.l UIIW 

and the genrnc bibhal obhg.thon to de.troy Amal~k. )cwtSh law mandatl'!l a 
different set o( ~thkal norm, forth<'.., h.u.t.on.;~l ol>h&aloon• lhu• Matmonodt'S 
lt.IIU. h " a posottve commantlm<•nt to vanquish tJw sewn n.lti<>n5 (thai 



u!i<'d lo on:ur~ l"•dll>Ul(~ al ..,,, '\uu ihaU -.nqubh them • An~'""' "ho 
h.u one of the mt'mhfn olth.lt NlbOn .ubM..- •• nt 111 h>m and d<~t't nvt lall 
him \Ka&.tc- the negohw wm~nt. since''"'~' no hi<' Jhall 'u""~ 
It rom the t"\~11 lldhoauJ' 11tnr •dn•t•ty~ <ln..'t ~'$#1'/'drnl • S11 klO Maamon 
1<1<-, N'Jnft ham<df ••n a Talmud..: '<>Urct', •l~tc' tlut an tht' ""'' il\olln't 
Amon and M<..,b. kwash 1,:,., forbad• tht· )ewa>h pt'\lpl lr<>m mah.>hlll\ l"'•ce 
dao,cu"l<ln< "1th them. althouf;h af thev lnlh~lt• •u•h di'<U''It'"' I•·" "h law 
allow• on~ to 1'\"upr<><•t~ (l.urcs o{ Km~~ 6.b; >trnll.u -.t•nhnwnt• can bt• ltlund 
rn 'Ytr~VIIIt ,\lti:Nh :L'iO) R.1bb1 Joseph K.aro. wnhnj\ on th<• ""-<1 Mhhtro•h, 
diSoll\1'1."<"~, Mallnllthdt all' an.lppropn.llt' to "«Pl uH•rlur<·• ~~ ~"'"'" cHm 
"h<·n th<-\ an• lnlhat<-d t>v Amon and l\1odb lJnhl<•the )t·\\l>h la\\'1 ruli'S 
cvn<emrnK "rt'lluLlr• war lh<"i(" rut.-. '"'' n<~l t>,L.,.J vn norm.HIH' t•lhacal 
\diU<'5 but "'''" J<'Signt'd to b.! used ">lt-lv on the maual p<'rivJ of lh<' k" "h 
conqunt ot lh<- Lind o( l•ro"l or «>l<'h tn C'U\"Ums~n<"5 "IKTt• G<..t's du·rd 
di\UW commandment to lh<' )~w"h natiOn""' d<".v lhu•. tor • ...ample, 
R.lbbt Ooavad Kuncha t!Ud.>l>.) not..s th.ot the pnma" "' ot the )I"W5 on the 
•ndd.'l\1 ul the Cl\orum ,.., tNt the\ h.1J dcu mNM ''' Oftl>.mg Gu•l'• 
counsel on wtut to do and )<'I they <h<10• nottu ,....., h10 .ssiOtan<<·, ~·. 
gcn•Talh•, R.lblot ll<'ller R.:•rk~>1b, NOI m HtVtom TM \tlurr •lid I unct•m cf 
llllw.l•l~'•"" )<•rk KLn, 1983), lor a dJICU•!Illll\ ultht.o wl< oolth~ d"lhl' on 
lt>Wa'h l.aw lhu1, "Jr""h l•w• •• u«..:l on thiS .,,,d•· rd•·" 111 that hme 
pt•nt-.1 wht..•n dtn"-t, 'l"tbl~ da\ ant! antt!radavn an tht• wt1rld u•a~~K· ... u •s mdhud· 
ologte•lly tmpntpl'r to compart' Jrwo<h rlhu:~ m lht pr~~•·mr o>f lht• olCilV~ 
davan~ wath dny c>lh<•r 'Y1ltm <ol.,tht(>, '"'""the •l<h\1' (d• ~nmvlt·d~··J) pr~•· 
cnc~ of tht• da\lnt• change' the ground rule• for t tho:dl nurm Nurmabv~ 
)<'" ''h l~w <<>nhn'" at.., II In a da-<tJ«aun <>l whdt ht Ju wht·n th< actavr dtvane 
pn."'M.·nn• _, no lon.,;t·r tn the Y.Orfd, and thu\ normo~hvt.• rult."i •rt• an t'flt.xt 
nu .. d~<tanctiOn, olnd '"" dtSilnctlllll beh-t'\'n Old rnt•m~nt Judd"m and 
muJem k"1!-h "'", ..._ bt-.?n loot to >Omt' •~·mm~ntat""• ><'<', ~ g , 8 Robt,ru, 
':\ol<' )uJ.>IC Stourn"' ol and\ O~< <>II the UW\ uf \\,u • \nvf '""" ~ 
37 (196!1) 221 

25 8 T Soul! HI> 
20 llw- Tolmud ~tiOilllllv rKOOnt' th.ttthm•ol'\" th,..., niUal n"l"'"" 

m<nts for an authonud ""'to romrntn<l' Thr font " th<- ni<\Sl'nl <>f the 
~nhC'dnn (P•rilolmt'nl~ llof'l' II T S.ohrdn" 2'it> 1 he Ot'<ond ,. thl' prt'St'l'l«' 
uf a Mil,; ur ruk>r, 1<~ 8 T s..Mtdr.n 20a The tlurd tS coon•ultalkon woth tht> 
"""'"''""'""·a mvthcal omom<.'nl wt•m by the lla~h I'""' I (not on ,.,,.tenet' 
for murt• th.on 3.000 \ears). o,ee 8 T S.•oW"'' ll>b (h•r dO •••rlanatwn of 
wh.tt thn garm~nt "· tc<' Maimorude., kt/~o Mahl~ .. h. ~I I>) A numbt·r of 
COrnm~nl~ll't5 'ljtntfocanll\ hmll e<Kh Of lh<"oe lhrt¥ hlmUdl< J'\'llUirt'ml'RlS 
Mollmunadt'l <lu..'l nollt•t til<> ""'"'rent<!nt o! "'"" h' '"""'" ~~ .-U m Ill' <We. 
HE> do•" howrwr. <t.lt~ cl.,..whM~ ("'-'< ll<"l of Cr"'""'"'/m(lotJ, ch.tr 14) that 
the 1mm h' to mull ar\' 1\t't'dt'<l. So too. Aru..h !11 Shulchu• ~'AtiJ, Mrla..lu"' 
74 i •~to th.ot thr llnm •"' not ncl'd..d •nJ th~t ,. conhrn,...J t>v R z~~'"· 
1.1'-{)r lia Hal«hil, p I:L ~achmanad"' •l.Jk's (~ AJJ"klum It> .\twn<ltUdtS 
llod of Cotrm..llil..m:.s, p<>1lltH' commandmrnt t) th.al • l•ns is ""' ;actu.al· 
h necdC'd lUther ,.-ar rNY b< undf'l'lalm by •,. kong. JUdg<'. or whorvt'f 



"""''~ rumdlCtron o\o:r th.- ~·pit• • Mt•nachem ben Mttn •rsun th.lt 
apprm .d af tlw S..nhednn ·~ nrt'ded onlv ol a ~ofiQJnt monont) of I hi' llllt«< 
d~ noc appwH• ol tht' war Ht>Wt'\'tr ht• ,t•l'-" that no 1ppro.aiJ> ,....J.d 
for popul.lrly wpport•'<l w .,., 5<'e /1 1 Sannt\lmr 11>1. Ill<' dctaol'"' th~ ni\LII 
f<'qlllff.'tn<'flts lor such a "''"re bnond the>COp<"ol tht>P'f'"'""·~.slv 
~~koch. not~ 13 aro'"· and Zt'\ on, nute II ~lxwe 

r.. M.limonido llit-hcl \Uf«hun, S I 
28. \\'ar to d•m.nl'h "' 
2't. It~ worth noun,.; lhdt Chn,han dhK'i dt'\ciopt'd • <rmibr dll'h•~ 

omv bo: twren ty~ ol war • Augu-tint'and tht· olh< r LltrrChn®n (Citldl: 
<mel f'rott'St.tnt) wntt•r. n..-ogno"-d annther 1\ pe o( wor n"t n'<U!1JUI.d bl' 
GR't"~ and Rom..n L!w Thr~ w.ti thl' wncept nl lht' Ht>ly \\Jr That"· • 'I'll 

In whrch God hom~ II call<'<l H1s pn•plt• to fis)lt. In •uch • war. ru~ 
was the norm In JU<I ••ar• c,..,,., t''P""'' wall muld not bt' "'' cttarlv 
di5Ct'med so 1'\'Sininl '"" r..-qulred • Rolx>rh, "JudaiC ~r(e,• 221 H('OO 
t'Ver th" "14tlu,..• of (hn'lltan t'lh..:••"'ium-.1 when thos c;attgon w.asc> 
ponded b<-)'ond thC' small numt..-r ••f <f't'CIIrt'<l ht>ly """ ·tatl.'f Ql~nan 
wnt<n motnl<unf'd that the Chuuh coukl uk~ the part •·•~' piJ ..lin' 
God on «•mmandm~ war< tor tht' t.uth anJ dort'<linS ChrisiiJns to boltd• 
ag.>UJSI th<- Church s mrmk-s It w.t' •rgu<-..1 that lht I'"J"'. as C<ld ~ 
t'Uihh '"P"''''ntltrvt>, had lht •uthonl\ th.tt , rn IM Old T~t.u.wnt, C< 
Wielded b) Hl5 Own hand I hmce, the ,u,hfoc.11ron and r.ohc.>Mit• tor ru~~ 
.. u heft'U\ , p.lg;tns ~nd Infidel• tu the! ~word Chmt,.n' .... ~ noc ~ 
f't'nl\lllt-..1 lu hJo;ht, tht-v "en• romm.1nded to bv C<>d'> me;,.•ng~r. tb~ ropr 
Jbod Jewt h Ltw nC'\l'f ~t'aiJV t'Ap.mdt-J lht• (',llt'&llf)' Of romruJ"'" " 1~ 
Chn.h;on t·tlucs m•ght haw had no choter, b<-Gou.,., rl N<l no d.xlnnf 
authorized war. 

30, See M~tmortides' romm<"nlaf\ to th.- ~hnah, B T s.>tah I> 1 ~ 
m<•rudes' mmment.ll'\ It> tht• 1\lt>hn.th "·" lln.:on.tlll "'nll<"ll in \nbic ~ 
IS the most cummon tr .. n•lauon an<l " lt•und on numM"ou• ~rnnl• of 1 
/l.11nii~·•""' r.,, ... t 

ll . Sc-,· transLHtt>n uf J "'-'P'<h, Mr-I111Jit S.~alr fl7 Thl\ as j;<norallv 
C<>nsodt•reJ lht• ~tlt•r tran•l.JIIon 

· wr!wrn 32. Commenllng on M:umonu.IL"' R..bln D.11iJ Fr•nkl tn 0), 
114 flUb frn h .. addendum Shwm J;. ....._:,~ to lht• Jerus.1km TalmuJ b.l h • ,,n ... , . \n 
•• a •b!:hth Nrrt•\\n ddrmltun. wtu.:h ,, "'"' -m•il.tr to doBot..m' h 

authon1<'t1 "'"' ma) bt- undt·rta~t•n· "agaon't ncr~hl>or• on lh<' (t'Jr rhal "'1 

lht• p.I'ISaJo:t' o( hmrttw., "'II wa~,. "'" I hu> 1-ra<oJ ma~ •tt.otk thro\ln ord~ 
d " ' ' ' i!I.3(A In t'Siroy lh<"m "1 hu;, ,tn "ulht>nzt!d ""'as permollt-..1 .tid P""'"'f'1"'' 

agAutst rnihtan,.tac nohhbor5 Huwe\t•r, war ,annvt ('J(,ur \\llhtlUI t:\tdt.•n-."t" 

of bl:lh<t;l\\t' acllvrtv 
\3. ~ R.lbbt Abrah.tm l>ar~h K.uht1 Clra:on J,h, \1~ •" 114 2 : 

•>ril('s, "they ~•II l~raelsnt~nrullt'f'lll)', but do not l'11j;4~~ on bat'!" • Ro'l>) 
Mt·nachem bt11 Mt•tn, on hi' romml'l11arv 011 the Talmud (8 T 5<JI..io ~ 
tla""' thot an authorved wu " any att.l<k thai as oon1mt•n<td on ••rd"' 10 

rrt">·t"nl .tn att.l<l. tn lht• futurl' On..-., ho•tilillt., ~rn. all mwt~n """''11 

C.. Its Undt"r tht' rubnc of obh~ltory 



l4 ~ \rchril M..:IIM-1 Er-tan, AriKh IJa ShuldYn IJt.. At .:I a.hancrs 
.a unlqu~ e•rLuwtKln H~ "nt.-.tb.lt thl" onh dorr,,.,.,.l'oet, .. ,n 1n autht>-
nn-d o...J •n .. t•h~:•t<>rl ... ., os th<" •t.Jtus oft~ J"'Cf'h' t><rnrt frurn bnng 
llralh'll tho,... l""rk' menlk•ned on O.·utt•n•norn~ 21~.5 In an o>l~og•t"l'\ ""'· 
cwn thUM' p..·vpl~ mu•t fif;hl Ho,.c>er, he \Hites, tho• ~"'!\ "oll>h~•tc-..1 to 
d,·t,•od J,r.u·l "'t"\~·n "hen tht•re '' onh .. u,p•,mn th.Jt th, ,, mA\ .,ttac~ us"'; 
"''' Lu,,,. ·~ /..111~<, 74~1 Thu• the!""''"'" ht• t.oko~ rt th•t '"a-'" th<' 
110\t'rnmt·nt th<·r~ "only ~ •hght dofft'fcnn• 11.-hH't·n "othuroft•d •nil ••hhg• 
till'\' "•" th<' I'<'"' ot dr•lt•l>k nndo.J~t•·' 

35 S..c ~)\<'> I 5 fo•r the v~riuu• uplnto"'' un wh~t o•lotllo);cr<nt 
:16 In aJdotoon the varytnjl IYpt" of"·'" ~re "''"rh, nut ngo.J Arml"ll 

ag);rt'55o<>n can l><"ton u b<ong P"mu:..>tblt• ht'<Ou'k' <~f ·rur•u•·r· and then. 
""'"S t<> ~ massl\r uomarrantrd counto'l'illtad. rv thl" t•nt'fl\~' r.an tum onto 
an ol>h~tv,., "~' •llt'r the Nltlt.'treld hob ,t.Jbili11...t the! war .. n !><,om<' an 
authorirod "'"' 

37. S..'t' R.ot-bi loorph K.uo, Btrt YP$tf, CJrDshtn MISir1.,1 ~lS f>-7 (unu-n-
oorl"ll vemon 1\ailable on th<' \eshl'o Unn-emh l.ibraN) 

VI llow o~ CJI"!!•'""e. earn mdo>~du.al mntlrtt can som<tunt'S boo a 
JU..Igmtnl •bout which rea'tmal>k- sd>old" ot 1~" •h "'" might dofkr, that 
d""' nt•t h<MrH·r. mNn that •urn d<'ClSKons ar.• pull h • luocto<•n t>l ol'..lniol 
u~l <hvon• A' \\oth all '"'h math,.., on Je ... t•h "'"· tht'fl",." m.tnn~r and 
m.llt\'1 fvr ""''" ong •uch do.oJgl'e\.'rncOIS rur lurlht•t do"10U10n <>f th" l!iSUI', 

K'l: :>hk/oiWII "'""'•· )o•rrh ()('"~ 242 and commt nt~nt'> ud /.o um 
39 And prohlbott-..1 w~r>. Perhaps lh~ mu't P"._"nll ~tho'-"1 dolemma 

l' "hattn do wh<·n s.•cn•ty" wagong il prt>hol>ot"l wdt And '' wn•lv fl"oillot("; 
(pcrhaps o>on ~xt._:ut~•l "IOLt·n' who .It> nut ""'~"'"'''' woth ttw ""' dlvrt 
lhos qut'Shun IS b<•V<>OtJ tht'l'COp<' of th1> ~pt•r, ,u tht• pnrnJ ... lvt u• Ol ,Uth 
a p.~pcr woui.J l>c th.- otho.:allobt.'rahht"' ''"" m•) taL•• I<> pn•t<'<t on"'' '"'" 
hfr, lomb t>r proop<"rt\ tn brnt'S of gre-at dun'50, St't', q; R Mor..l«ao \\oniJ.r 
l.lru""'' \bdtdrar 2 17~ (permottmg S.bb.-.th •nlLiooon to d>okl fightons on 
unru•twars), but5t't' also R \ll'lr Ei-enst.l..lt, '""'" u.Jr l<>rrlr Dr'.Jr ~2 

40. Thl" qunll(>l\ ol who ts •onll('o(mt• on thO\ conto •I 1\ ..lolhcult to 
quantol) pftd.•·•-1\ One an boo a puNil'r In sltu.abons "In~• the La" d~ 
not l•bool om a mwdm-r on J<"Wlsh La", thus b<!th 1 mono or (B T Smmtdnn 
741>) 1nd ll('((lrdong to rrKht authonu.o-, an urunt<·ntoonal murdt•r. r ma\ 11.-
lulll"ll tu pr<'H'nt th•lo» .. r uf~ of another So··~·. 11 \\Ould •rf'"" """''""N" 
t<• n>n<ludr lmm 1\!.lrmt>nidl" rule that on<' wh<> d"'" t thl" murder, ~ven 
thouj~h llc ..IO<'S nut dort'<tlv parttopot< on ot,,. 1 murdrn·r•rod n~o~v l>c l..olk...t 
So too, ot app<'ai'S that tho-.•• who a,<t>t on th< murJt·r, t•H•n of tht·y an• not 
a<ludlh partoup.otmg in ot dtrl'\:tly, are not "onnt .. ~nl", s•~· cummt•nt' of .%1-
IOJrol Mt I'N.fllt vn c~nt''"' Jl fi(!Pl tho' ,\l.o/wra/ llnl ll>ukl nmrluol" that 
~ny wh11 <'n<••urag. tht• a<ll\11\ fall und ... r th" rubroc o>l u>mto.ttant' I hu,, 
tvpKallv •II sui..IK"rs "ould be defirud as "cumb.at•nt• • It """'J appcar 
doltK'Uit, h<M<H'f, to dt·fuw •combatant• ,.. o•r!"">•od til •anMc,•nt" on all 
''"""-' 111tuation>, coth miltt.Jtv a,bvm M."'UI~ tit own liMn mmt ol .. hat 
,. rwt'dl'\l 10 wasr this wor •nd "holt ts not !For C'Umpk• 110111C'hml'5 thl" 
ruk- o( rnednl p<'rs<onlll'l "' to rep.aor lllfUrN troops so tb.ll thtov c•n return 





57. W1f I'( KittS' 6;5 t..~ unJ~n141'l(b u .... J.-ruvlnn T•lmud ~ 
di5<Uultm C>l thi• tor~e to '"lwre thR"t' d•lf~r~nt ~ If onto ""'nune$ 

hn'1t 11 I 1 IOk-lv. onr coukl rondud<' th•t onr <"~n M'JIJ onlv one lctt<'r w lth 
oil thr"" h ''' l<'t' ATII(~ • Shultlrm, L.nrs •• "'"S' 751> 7 

~. M••muniJt~ I111<'S •• Kmgs h 1 
59. Supl'l .. mtnl or N•<hm.'"ld<'> tu MJIPPICr!tdr'S lw~ <1 c--··J..,nJIS, 

p,~tt\lt" ( (lmmant.im.:·nt I 
bO. lbJJ ~ .... ,,., R Jowph s..Ntl, .\fmdwt/lm"'l' ~21 lt•l>l>t {.t·r-hunt 

•ndiC•h't th•t tlw comm•ndm<'nl "hmllt'd to n•mpuht•rv .,.,.. r.llht·r INn 
C•loh~h•ry ""n lh• '""ttht wvuld 'h'm tnt>..""''"'· \fiYrJ"It1 .\M11 llll1t 
J(.'i f.:J It 1\ unf~ Ill I OIIU•bt>n """" bJt.lf Vlt1u" II thr•1m tfwt IUth lUI\I.Iuct 

"" not oblij;Ot"" 
61 , Ch.rl~ C llvd<'. /r:lrrrwlicrtJI Lrtl>lll<~ton: Uttko BnJ""· 1'1221. 

~'iii. for •n idd•tiorW 11tKIC' on tlus loJ'o<" '""" th<' Jrw"h J'C'OJI<'\ll'"· 1<'1! 

Br•dl.-. """'" "lhr ~and the O•ili.in,• fiiii.J,., 36 (l'il87) !>4~'\ A 
numm C>l thr f'<>tnls mad<" bv IUbbi Anton are ll'lttli}!Otalt'd on thit articko, 
l.lthough thr thrmr of ~ purposr c~ lh<' l•,.iJ.h tradlloon in th.- two anKle 
d•llrn IOmt"Wh.tl 

'" 12 
fl2 rt' R Yl'dlnl fpstnn Arlldr lu Shuldotn Itt'- AtiJ lA'! cf Kings 

fl.l Although I hi\<'""" no modrm I•WJ•h l.lw ~uthonll"' "h<> ot.lh 
th" I wt~uld ~pplv tlus rut.. in m<..lem 11•mhlt wttutiQn• '" •II "~''"'"' whc> 
n•m.on volunt~nl~ tn thr ~"'•"' ••I the"" on 1 w•y th.1t f•<Oht•tl"t '"ml..,t I or 
~'·•mrl~.l Jouhttl anvune """ volunt•rdv "'m""'"' '" l!.·rltn .tunn11 Wmld 
1\'•r II Wl>Uid l"' .to~so•tu,,t. .. n mno<cnl o-.Jwn """Jmg tu I•·" "" '"" 

M ....... R.tbt-1 ~ul h,,.~f~ .r\mud lwllt~""' Ito 5 •n.i R '"' ' ph 811-<!J. 
\!.ntlut/1 nla'h425 "hod1!1(US> "J<>•th" on ""'"• "•v thot prrh•J" mdot.-.. 
th•• th,. •rrroo-11 ,. ~ ~ .. .., Bktth p,....,rt,"' w., .• no:>tP t3 
.t>o::>\t II r UJ "ho tlaln "'f., tht> wntl'l'• J..no..lt'd&< liwT<' ~\111$ no 
dr1<'U.-nlncl.tooical rabbinialooun~ tlwtt•~n~ oft~ W.dihoo.l 
ot Qusmg oWW. ca..Wun m thr cuursc ol hostibt,... • In rNny ".,.s 
thio pr"'id~ guid.ll'kl' IIIlo lhr <1hbl muo assocull'd wuh • modnn •tr· 
(•nd long r•ngr artilk'ryo) bas..d war Aor Wllrt.ln' gnoatly nf'lndl thr '1Jll 
roM• ol Ctltnb.11nd (11 lc-o~st ., wr nano111 sl.lt .. oltrctmology) t....U~ on~•~t.o· 
bh to mull m thr dratho of m ili.>n; 1M t.l<tial ;oinu of 111 Wl1t•~ •ppcar 
lb t>..- ICJurfald to dt-stro• pt'<'lh< ~"""'Y 1111ht:u') t.orgrt•. tu J ... trov th•• ·~ 
fk>nUC b.ote of thr ~m\ 1 w.u m.&Ling l"llp.lCil\, to r•nJumh I< nunl<' <n•h•n 
f'<•pul.lhom, •nd Ill r.tallll<'lor Nhtr iln>Clltcs t>) thr tn<'my on on<"• own 
hocno! N•<' ond thut to drl•'r •u•h conJu<l rn tht• tutu"• Tht '"" ol th<.,..,. 
gNI•,. w1thm th .. 1ml>it of th.Jt which 11 prrm•u•l•ft, llll<t nlth•n dt·alN 
""' uruntt '''"'"'' lh•· NOl<' ""uld •PI""ar t"l"' trut·ol tht•Jk'\~tKI pro11d•>d 
th.tt the Llr);Mt Ut'f\t'11Uin<' f\'OI\OmrcaUv ••gnokont t.or~t; ond If<' fliottd 
ll.l th<• t<'OI'k>mic ....,,.. l'lftdtd h> "'l!:<' tht> "~'And pruvidrd th.Jt en thAn 
d.'.tths lrt' ncot dtrt'Ctly drslrrd It would IPJWAr llwt thr thtrd g01l tS not 
Jcoj;ibmatr abscnl thr dn~&Nhon ol "C'Ompuhorv• or ·~"''r" war The> 
final f;NI-rt'l.allabOn clnipwd lb ckkr-rahn a ... holr lk""" of 1 U• br­
yond tht> ICOpt" oi tim artidt- and CDUid pnhops pmvld~ JOmt" sort c•l 



JUSbficotlon for ar1.11n typ.,., ut C<•n.itut tn c<>mbat that wouiJ otlwn< '"'bt 
pn•lubitt'<l, alth<>ugh ''' dt t~tlt-.1 .mal~"' '" J~w ''" "'" rel.lt•" to Cltrom 
•U.na!S m "hi<h n-ubatlon or SJ"<'<ifiC .Jet~rren.;, mtght J>ftrrut "h.at IS nor· 
mall~ prohtb1tt'd, ..,.. IUI>I>i \10S<'S lsxrll"'"' tRama). ) ouh Dt ah 3.}.1 b anJ 
R.lbbi D~vid lld~t (l.u) (IIJ m•1) and \tincllat Hmllth 13.' 

6S. l.ft'S Of 1\•nss 6.8 ..... &t:n l.nr..tr, at 12\l.21 
66. :-l...g.~uw Comm.lndmt•nt ~7 
67. In Ius ""PPI"mt'fll to \f4mamidt'S 1!ooi. •>f Ccmmalldmtnl' rt>SJbvt 

Commandlnl'nt 6 
68. T1w ruk- wlatt'd t<> !M':'ILlhiY' m C<>mNI ~~ UOkfll" Ill )I'" \)II law 

btocause the T.tlmud (K1dJu,Jw1 21b) e•pl~<.~tlv •t.ltes th.at e-.n that "hicb" 
J'<'nnU tbl~ ""' onh· aUCMt'd bl!cau.c o{ thr m.•al "~al-not of Pll'll 111 

romb,u Wlult• the .Jctatb .. t tht••<' ft');UI.mnn• are b<•v•md the .ropt· ''' th~< 
polpl!r (_. 7A"Vtn. L.t.Qr ltiiW«<uu pp 52~. for a deuUN cltimplloft ol 
thrle """'"law,), 11 h ck•ar th.tt tht• B1blt , ho>C h.> pcmut Jbut d•><'<'UfiiSd 
r.1pe in ""rt•m~ '"Yet)· narrow Sltuaht>r<- .;o as'" trl)t'<l.otntl'\'lh>bo: noh<ll1 
of morahl\ mlo """' "oui.J othl'rwi!K' bt> • compktd\ lrtlllll'fal "tu•t!Otl 
1 he rult•• <'~phaUv prulul-ill'd mulbplc rapt"' rn<.,>Ungt'.J thr mam.n~ oC 
wch women (to fact, nnrlv rnandatt...t tl), and llmllt>d the ttme penoJ "hl'O 
such rapr wu permtlltod II• the tmmt"<l•atc b.lttlehtiJ 1tuJhon \ oumb<r 1.>1 
bberautl('S II\ nnw L>v. Wt're aloo allo"ed, n·tlC'CIJng the utuqut •1'f"'<ti o{ 
war. \ \ h) t~ parttcULtr lav. .. dod nt•t Jppl\ tn warhmt', but oth('r> J•d." 
• "'P'' 1>\.'Vund the §('t:>flt' of th1~ f'dr<'' 

f>CI. 5 ..... \1101 3~b T-IJik>/ OOh.'' that th" apph<'S e\<'fl 1<1 d Je" "h g<>• 
<'mment fightmg an auth11nzed w.u "" );CnHally R.tbbi I 0.11<1 8le1Lh. 
·~ucle.u \\ ar, • Trodmcm 21 (1\IM). tW ~. r.·pnnt<-d 'm C"~lr•'"""~ ~1rrrn~ 
1';"•>1• Rrp«tl< >1>011 WNJ'OII$41{ 4\L>u Dotr~n·flOtl,toJ O..n~ l.lnd<'S (:O.:<•rth,ok' 
~ J. Jason Atun><on, 19'11 ), p 209 

10. lmmanuriJaknl'OVItJ, "Nudrar War,• Trahtoon 4 (1'11>2) 10l. ": 
pnntt'd"' Ulr:frorrtlllg Omrund~. p 199 S..oe alw Wal!t"'' \\unborgl'1', • ~u<W 
l>t-t<'Ocn<c and ~udear War.• ob1d , p 224. ,on.J •Judaic Suurc~ of anJ V.ew> 
on tht• l..tw• ol War • ,'\rn.J Uu> Rr.1mo 37 tl~l 221 

1 71. R.lbbiJ. David Bll'ich, "Nuclt·M\\dr • Although llmd th•"~'t.·mt'fl 
logJc.tU\ P<'"U"'IV<", •t is dtlfu:ult to find a ckar ><>Url"t' tn the J~Wl-h traJtoon 
that ~1'1'1\lto on, tu thrl.'alt'O to do th.tt "h"h IS proh1bttto.J t<> do; "'"' <'·& 
R.lbbi Mt~ lsserl<!ss, Shwl.lwn ,1ruth Cho>Jom Ati$11pot 2l' 2. 

72. 5ft,.,,: ,JUbb, Aaron z.u.a, H•IW¥tl 1!.1 )t/u.dl 7;3 d 
73. AUIIIl\lnJI that 'uch weapons ""'' and havt• the 't•tcJ hiTill<' elfect. 
74, O.Out 20 2 9. 
75· See 1.....-s of lo:~t~gs 7 I 4 and cununcnl5 d ~t'SS<'i M,.hllolh. R.lbbi 

~~Ibn Zitnue (R.td,·a~), and R.1bb1 Abraham dolloton (U:chem M,,hnah), 
" ""'· •II o( whum tnlt'fpl't't Matfl\tlnJ~ as "!I""'"~ "~th R;tlOIJ tJC\ thiS 
IS5ue Matmon1d h o _ l~l nnt••rt 1 d ~ In 1l ""k o{ Co,mwndn<<tt/s, wmman.Jment • a, r-
o a •>pt th!• f'OS~liun ol R.\vad m total 

A ~h ;!· ij,ornpo,., l..«hnn '.tJ'Ihnah l'OITimeohns •m lml'S •'/ krn,,'S 7 t-1. a,.. 
' · uldt•n. r.,u.,., o{ km~t 7b 3 for an analv,l\ of M••monuJl'>' ro"'h''" 

------------



71. II T S..•t.ah 4-la. 
78. Tht•r<>l~ <orne dJ,pul<' "" r how • J'('r;()n would pn•1 <' hos •c-.·pt.tbtl 

111 fvr •ny one of u.,.,.,.. cxcm)•livn,, '''" R. Yt'hudah Ct>"hunt, .1,1r-.lrl"'" 
Mrlu,lrto J6q, for • detarled dr'Cu"it•n nf th,. o<~u" •nd Zt·vm.lr Or ho /f.r/a,/w, 
rr 11 Jl. 

79. St"t.-. commt..~Lln1.'S on \1.aunon1Jt.-:r;, not~! i8 o~bov .... 
t!O. M•tm<>mdt>< o1C<'<J.'I5 tlw oprnM)n <•f R..J:>t. Akl\a •• ntll'll\•h-. (l.ru-s 

of Kmp 7;3), \Oohrle \Wk""l Hmllt'lo (~:!b) .Ktcpb the"!""'"" of Ro1bt>o Yo>•1 . 
MOl>! olUlhonlll's .ottCJ'I R..t>bt Aki\J'I oponoon •• nortn.lll\e, .... ltrrlcll "" 
Shuldlan 71> 22. and al!.o Slor ~(01 ltrvrlt ~~ U 2 l<>r mo.., on thtsdtSputl' 

81. s,,. ltrudo '"' Sln.lt'l:an t.:mp ;"; Ill. 
82. A' ••rlamt.-d aoo• e, II ..... m' to tullo" th•t tho-·· wh<l arRU• "oth 

Marmonrdt'S' requu'\,rnrnt ol a«cpiAn•• oil he !>I.'> en :\<>.l<hrd• 1,,,.. \\OUid 
dt"111rw w.th rt~ applrcation ht'rt' lcM>; ..,.,, • g., Rabbt Yrhuda C.t•rthunt. 
MuJolrwl<r Mtlud., 173. 

83. Such can also bt> trnplr<'<l lr<>rn M.ttmonrdf"' ""n nornrnt·nl> un /JI• > 

"' /.:lnp lx5 
14, In Jud.u.m , the h-rm tlulul lltshtm (de .. .-.:ration of Go.! s nanw) 

dt ll(<I<'S a pn:•hot.bOn \OohOS<• ~ramt'h'ft an• h-.td 11011:'1· ubj<'(toH•I,ogal dctrr· 
1111!\olhon• but m the moral \'a)U\'S ol tht• obktH'I"' 11us Is o1 ' '"' at\ piC<IIJ 
proh11>it>on an thl' Jewish kg.ol S\-stcm 

85. Rabbo Lt'11 hen C.•,..ht•n (Ralb.1~) <OIIlmentmg un Jo•hu• 9 12 
86. Radak. cuml11('ntmg on l•"hu• 'I 12. Thos tht'I'I'Y "I>Uld h•H rtk:· 

\dR<~ llld July ent~reJ tntolrcat~ that Wd' breached by one 'ldl• tnd RCliiJ'Ubhc 
m•mn-r 41nf.1 tlut the oth\ .. r ~lde nuw wi~hl'i to a ban dun OW lOR to th1.• pnv.atl" 
brt"J,h ,,(the other ~•de Radak 1wuld 'tate that lh1> b not •lh•M'<I bK.tuw 
m<nt propl<' \OoOuld tlunlo. th•t th~ !I<'Wnd breal..cr "J> d<tu.tUI tht• fo"t onO' 
•nd "~' not t.1kong the ~•h s.•nt•u•h 

87. B r Kctldlot Ill• 
88 S...·. r.g , Prot H S..>IO\t'ltchiJ,. •Rrbg100s Law and Ch.ans~ The 

Mlodll:\otl A'h~en.wc V...mplr," A/5 Rf:,IN 12 (1"!17)· 21J5....23 
8'1. 5<-t-, r .g .• Sludchiln ltruch Yortlo Dt'•h 151 for"' d<'>CnptKln ol "hm 

t..uth n'nduct h perm1,)1'='k~ 
90. Sec. e.f1 .. Sh•klwn Atuch. Cl~o lro1 Mt!o11~111421 II •ncl42'> 2f>, "hKh 

m,1nlia11• v1olen~ as a r,.;pon,,,., .. "''l~ncr. That is, of cou,......, nt>t hl'ldY that 
p.ltll"m o; a t.lcbc " (ruwfl<'d un Co11l dc>tlbedoen.:e a. a t.l<l~< to gam 
rwmp.ath)' or as a mthtln t..t(tl-.:: to n: "'rt to tn a bmr tlf \\~a)..nt.'~ l!t qu1t~ 

P"'"'"''l>Jt> 
91, 8 T So.VWrm 72a 
92 Sluddtarr Arvdt, Clwshm ,\ll$hpJt 421 ·11 
93. S1uddmr .o4.rvdt. Oradt Chlrm .3..'9 6 
.. Howl'\·er, at osquatl'ck-M th.tt thl>rt' .,...manyomunstan<r• on" h1eh 

1 ioknt wron~ unqu.,tlon.tblv will "'''Ur rl"!lardle.:. ul the f<'WWl mpun'll'. 
In that •1tuataon. cntaanly Jcw,.h ~" prdt·ro paafi>m to •uht.on.:t tn the 
cummt<.•ton o( a" rong The r~wl'h 1\ .. P<,n<.e to on.tenllonal Wll>nfld<ltnl! COilll'~ 
rn thn-.• fonn.. l)stoppong the wr<lllfl; 2) lt'buking thl.' wwnl\J<wr •nd 3) 
dt'Cltntn& to .,-.st the ~<rongdot.·r IN~ I on<',. bcllt'r th.ln lt•vt l t\\o ~nd lt>\el 



two JS bt1t~r tlwn ~d t~ For a dt ta1led n pon~ on the> horran:htral 
rt'lalton<rup among these three values, !><.'<? R.lbbi Mo'-l"> Fem•tctn, lsgrol 
M..W Et't71 HMur 4:61(21 

95 Robbt )ICOb bm A.sh.-r, Tur, Cho5hm Ml•-~prll 425; \latnlOmdn. 
!Au-. of tilt Murdmr 1·13 

96. Slrvldtom i\....:h, Olo5Jrm Mish,.t 421 11 
'f7. Of roun.e tMr~ ue orcum•t.lnces tn -.·ruch ,.,.n obligatory .. ar. 

need not be fought; however, thew cll'Cum>t.Jnc;.,.; aU l'\'Llte to the tMbdtty 
lo tnumph rathn than to a theological t!pJ'O'thon to war 

98 Maunno lamm, • Aft"r the War-Anvther Lu"k at I'AOfJSm and 
S..k-ch•e Conso,·ntious Objection • tn Gmtmrptmrnt /nri>h £1h~<.•. PP· 
221-31! 

99. See Ral*oi A Cohen, "l'riva.:y: A )cwt>h l'tr.tpt'CIJ\t, • founlll of 
HaiJKJwl a..J Contnnponl'tl Soottv I (1~1)114 

100. See Shu/clor~ .1\n.,h Y<Jrtl! Dnlh 157.1 :!and t'\>mmentaMS.od ko"' 
101. Quil1t~m ongonatcd •~ a latt>-sevcntcenth·•<'nturv de\uhonal 

movement m the C.thohc church whOM' maon hgurt' w-a_, \1o"ud Mobil<". a 
pnbt (d 1696) QutetJsm malnt•oned that anv"ne "can i><h•t'e .on entnd) 
dt<mt('tebtcd '"'~RhtmtoGod; thbonstght ·~ ~nnanent. ontcmallvunc!Jflert'n-
uatcd and I~ from tmag<'S and alfKb, And It omol\.,.. r~-.ou· dt">INl'liOn 
ol ont''t own wlll and COI\>C>Ousness ThtS 1tate of 1"-'rft'Ctl)' po<sovr ron­
templauon tS not only the hog)w,t form of rdlfltOu~ hf<'. but m.1k~ <>ther. 
mOrt' $pt"riftc form.< of ""!Shop . ellhc>r US<tll or n•·n hann!ultruofar.t.> 
!My c!A·ftt the 110ul from uruon Mth Cnd. • ~ Qu10 t"m" on [~tryri•7...S.z 
of Rti'X"'" (N~" York· MacnuiLln , 1987) 12:153-~5 

102. See R"beca <.h.J12-Uiftnh"'m"· Ht...i ... ~ #:.miSliarll (lerwalnn' 
Mange\ 1%0), 'haps 2 4 for • <l~>Cnplton ot tht' vanou' quttthiK' pra<tl<"" 
found In modem Hastdlsm 

103 "!Slbu.d ~mussove!l<'-~ ot thus 1u~ofied , • tn "QuK't~m. • 
1..~1 cJ• 1lf lVhfJO'I, p. 154 . 

!04. Thall> not to oay that tach and eu•ry onr of tit v.tlu<., •~ "'thou! 
~lac· '" tlw )ewtih tradohon Certatnlv, as ably demonstrated '" ~ 

lSI•"" (&ft 1M Engl"h P"'face, pp. vt -vu, for a cl~ar >tatt'ment uf thos 
pnnoplt>), thrre Are cert.ltn ov~rla~ •n phtlooorh•· l>t-tw"'n ••arty IUiiJI•m 
and qu..·t~m Ho .. ewr, Haod••m ""'""' denll-d the ~I or mvral valu.: ol 
)~<h Ia-. as qut~m d.,nted I hi.' valut• t>l «~non Ia" So too, lla>tdiSm kept 
:, c os~nual framework of )ewbh ntual ot»ervanct>; th.. wme C•'"""' A- saod 
"' quo<io>m. 


